Lakes Region Master Plan
Transportation Survey

Results



Overall Themes Residents want better Transportation options:

* Regional Transit

f  Rail Connections

» Specialized transportation services
* Expanded mobility beyond personal vehicles

Maintenance and Safety matter most:
* Road quality
« Safer intersections
« Safer pedestrian and bicylce infrastructure
* Preservation of existing assets

Walking and Biking infrastructure has broad support:
Cor O Multi -use trails and bike lanes were among the most popular infrastructure investments

Environmental concerns are closely tied to Transportation:
Water quality, stromwater management, and emissions concerns strongly
iInfluenced transportation preferences

Residents are open to funding solutions:
Most respondents appear willing to support new transportation funding if
projects imrpove safety, maintenance and regional mobility




Important Information Regarding Survey Results

The sample is not evenly distrbuted across the region.

Total Responses: 190

'~ Franklin and Meredith lead the response pool,
meaning the survey findings may reflect
transportation attitudes from those communities
more strongly than others.

Franklin -41 Responses Plymouth -9 Responses
Meredith - 31 Responses Moultonborough -9 Responses
Bristol - 16 Responses Sanbornton -8 Responses

Center Harbor - 10 Responses Gilford - 8 Responses
New Hampton -9 Responses Hebron -7 Responses

12 communities had 5 or less responses to the survey:

Alexandria, Alton, Ashland, Barnstead, Freedom, Laconia, Northfield, Ossipee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, and Wolfeboro
10 communities had zero responses to the survey:

Andover, Belmont, Bridgewater, Danbury, Effingham, Gilfmanton, Hill, Holderness, and Sandwich



Public Transit ——

185 responses
If public transportation were available, how likely would you be to use it?

173 responses
Which types of transit services would be most useful to you? (Select all that apply).

Local in-town bus service

Bus service to Lakes
Region cities like Laconia
or Franklin

Very likely

Bus service to larger cities
like Concord or

Somewhat Likely Manchester
Seasonal transit (trolly)

service to tourist

destinations

Unlikely Senior or disability-focused
transportation

Rail service connections

Not at all

On-demand or microtransit
services to specific
appointments

Residents appear most interested in:
Demand for traditional local Better regional connectivity
bus service exists, but Transportation options beyond the immediate Lakes Region
stronger support appears (connectivity to Concord or Manchester)

focused on regional and » Services for seniors and residents with mobility limitations
specialized mobility services. * Flexible or appointment -based transit options
 Rail service connections



190 responses

R C i ti C ti What transportation issues most affect your daily life? (Select up to threa).
oad Conditions and Congestion —

Traffic congestion - too
Fmary cars on thae read

182 responses

The Lakes Region's population is known to double in size during the summer months. How does the increase in
roadway traffic affect how vou use transportation in the summer months?
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Notably, walking and biking Residents are most frustrated with:
safety concerns ranked » Aging road infrastructure
relatively high, suggesting « Seasonal congestion
growing interest in non » Parking Pressure
vehicle transportation » Lack of safe multimodal transportation
improvements infrastructure




Bike and Tralil Infrastructure

189 responses
What pedestrian or bicycle improvements are most needed to make you feel safer? (Select up to three).

/ Othear (pl asd s pecify)
Wider sldawalks

\ Bike Lanes to avald riding n
o= , the méddie of traffic

P Multi-use paths ar rail
N o trails that connect
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\
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Many comments referenced the
lack of sidewalks and bike lanes. Substantial support for:
This suggests residents « Regional trail connectivity
increasingly view transportation « Safer bicycle infrastructure
as more than just automobile « Pedestrian safety improvements
travel.




Environmental Impacts S

There are several documented natural resource impacts of roadway systems and their use. Which of these issues do
you feel needs more attention in the Lakes Region? (Select up to two).

Qi
185 responses
I your view, how available are EV Chargers in the region for public use?

Air quality impacts of idling
traffic and long waits at
intersections

Water quality impacts from
salt use in the winter

Very accessible
Stormwater flooding from
undersized culverts

Air quality impacts from
lack of transportation

Somew hat accessible

alternatives such as public

Water quality impacts frcfr?n
gas and oil runoff into the
lake

Wildlife impacts from poor
bridgefculvert design and
capacity

Hot accessible

Mot & concann

% Residents appear particularly sensitive to:
Enivornmental stewardship . Lake water quality

appears strongly connected to » Stormwater impacts

transportation planning » Congestion -related emissions
priorities in the Lakes region




187 responses

[
I nfraStru Ctu re M a I n te n a n Ce What should be the top transportation priority for the region over the next 10-20 years?

Traffic congestion relief

Public transportation

184 responses
Would you support the expansion or introduction of multi-use path networks in your community as a means to be
less vehicle dependent?

Strongly support

Support

Neutral

Electric vehicle charging
infrastructure

Maintenance of existing
infrastructure

Residents generally favor:
* Fixing and Maintaining existing transportation system first

 Improving safety v'"“\

 Expanding transportation alternatives Ry VITDLI R
Xpanding P ' IV \]MAINTENANCE NN\

There appears to be less
emphasis on entirely new

roadway expansion
projects




Transportation Safety P |
Measures ==y

177 responses

[N
) 185 responses

In 2025, there were 137 traffic fatalities in NH, which is the 5th deadliest year and an increase from 2024. Would you
™ be in support of any of the following to help make NH Roads safer? (Select up to three).

Seatbelt laws

Helmet laws (for
motorcycles)

If your community had the funding to improve an intersection to make it safer, which design option would you
choose?

Stricter DUl impairment
laws

Stricter repeat offender
laws

Increased funding for
Roundabout current traffic law
enforcement

Stricter vehicle inspection

Stoplights

Investment in public
transportation, carpooling

methods

Automated speed
enforcement

All-way stop

Increased implementation
of Rumble Strips

Street design

improvements (lighting,
high visibility pedestrian
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Results suggest a broad interest in
' hes th h
reducing cras e:etSirzug roadway Residents appear supportive of both:
or : « Enforcement -based safety measures
Roundabouts appeared especially :
* Infrastructure -based safety improvements
popular among respondents who
selected a specific design preference




- )
F u n d I n g — ($) NHDOT's Ten-Year Plan recently faced a $400M budget overage for transportation improvement projects which
($ )= resulted in the removal of projects, would you be in support of statewide revenue enhancement to help fund
transportation improvement projects?

O Yes - via Gas Tax increase
O Yes - via Road Toll increase
Yes - via increased EV

registration costs

Yes - by any means
possible

No

Many respondents appear willing to
support additional transportation Results indicate funding solutions
funding if it directly improves need more focus:
infrastructure and safety Support for increased EV registration

However, responses may differ on how fees was more mixed
funding responsibilities should be A minority opposed any new
distributed between gas vehicles and transportation funding.

electric vehicles




Potential Priority Areas

Near -Term Priorities:

 Pavement rehabilitation

« Congestion management

* Intersection safety improvements
« Parking management

« Safer crossings and sidewalks

Medium -Term Priorities:

* Regional transit pilots

* Expanded senior transportation services
« Seasonal tourism transit

* Microtransit/on -demand services

Long -Term Priorities:

» Regional trail connectivity

 Rail connectivity exploration

« Climate resilience and stormwater upgrages
« Expanded multimodal transportation networks
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