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Communities within the Ossipee 

Aquifer contain: 
 

�  159 sites generating hazardous waste 

�  12 Solid waste sites 

�  9 leaking underground storage tanks 

�  2 sites contaminated with MTBE 

Definitions 
Groundwater:4  Subsurface water  

occurring in soils and geologic formations 

beneath the water table. 

 

Aquifer:1 Supply of groundwater with 

enough capacity to supply springs or wells.  

Aquifers store water between grains of sand, 

gravel, soil, and rocks.   

 

Confined or Bedrock Aquifer:1 An aquifer 

that is characterized by being sandwiched 

between impermeable materials such as clay 

or bedrock.  

 

Stratified Drift or Unconfined  

Aquifer:1  An aquifer found between  

permeable materials such as sand and 

gravel.   These aquifers are typically found 

closer to the surface than confined aquifers.  

 

Non-Point Source Pollution:2 Pollution 

occurring from stormwater running over or 

into the ground, picking up and carrying 

pollutants to streams, lakes, wetlands and 

groundwater.  
 

A Collaborative Effort to Safeguard Our Drinking Water 
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Source:  NH Dept. of Environmental Services  

1 Environmental Protection Agency 
2 New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission 
3 The Groundwater Foundation 

4 New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services May 2009 

PROTECTING THE OSSIPEE AQUIFER 

Ossipee Aquifer Watershed—Direct Recharge Area 
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Road signs are one tool  

communities can use to educate 

the public 
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Groundwater Classification 
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