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o PREFACE

93 In 1988, the Lakes Region Planning Commission began an architectural-

128  historical survey of the older churches of the Lakes Region. In that year, con-
104 " gultant David Ruell visited and researched the churches in Belknap County,
107 which forms the central third of the Lakes Region. In 1989 and early 1990,
:he surveyed the churches in southern Carroll County, the eastern third of

111 ) .
114 the Region. These church surveys were generously supported by matching
" grants from the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources. But, Federal
- “and State budget cutbacks have since prevented the Division from offering
116 - similar grants. And other financial sources have not been found for the survey

"6t churches in the remaining western third of the Lakes Region. The regional
“Zhurch survey therelore remains incomplete at this writing, although the Plan-
mng Commission does hope to eventually finish the project.
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. The survey of the historic churches of Belknap County produced 387
pages of survey forms. Those survey forms are on file at the Lakes Region
Planning Commission and at the New Hampshire Division of Historical
~Résources. But, survey forms in file drawers have a rather limited circula-
-tion This book is an effort to make the information gathered in the Belknap
County church survey more generally available to the public and to scholars.
The Naticnal Trust for Historic Preservation provided a grant supporting this
publication, for which we are grateful. To make sure the information was up

ig date, the churches were revisited in 1992 and 1993. And the descriptions
145 A .hlstomes of the buildings were all rewritten for this volume by David Ruell.
}gé The 1988 survey of Belknap County covered some sixty-three churches
said to-have been built before 1945. But, research revealed that two of these

i dmgs both chapels at summer camps, were built after 1945. And one

158 ‘ch; St. Joseph's Church in Belmont, was demolished and replaced by
161 ne’w church after the survey was completed. So, this book will describe
164 e-exterior appearance and the history of the sixty surviving churches built

'elknap County before World War IL

lthm each town or city chapter, the churches are listed gecgraphical-
‘north to south (and then, if need be, from west to east). Each entry
eging with the name of the building, its location, date of construction, archi-
dbuilders, if known. The introduction also indicates if a building is
sted on the National Register of Historic Places, which is maintained by the
I'Park Service. The bulk of the eniry on each church is devoted to
--_riptlon of the building’s exterior and an archiiectural history that also
lises on the exterior. Space constraints prevented the inclusion of the
'y-‘bsbhographles on the churches. Those sources can be found on the
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ost of the 19th century and the early 20th century, the churches = - The Fred Andrew Smart Chapel at Tilten School, erected in Canterbury
I'Belknap County can be divided into two basic groups, the more elaborate 5040 1852 and moved intc the county in 1964, is basically a Greek Revival style
_ stfﬂe shurcheas that followed the architectural fashions of the day, and | ‘church, But its bracketed cornice is typical of the Ttalianate style, which bor-
the sunpier wernacular churches that usually had little exterior decoration. rowed its crnament from the palaces, villas, and churches of italy. Belknap
Al sf:the churches of the period abandoned the cld “meetinghouse plan” County's only pre Civil War church in the Italianate style was the fine Second
o for the “church plan”. Now, the maim entry or eniries were located in one Baptlst Church (1853-54) in Alion.

““gablé end. The pews faced the pulpit, stage, or altar found against one gable
“end wall, usually opposite the entry. (Some 18th century churches did use
“‘the “reversed plan”, with the entries and the pulpit on the same gable end
“wall.) Towers and steeples became common features, particularly on the more
-elaborate and larger churches.

The other style to lirst appear in the county before the Civil War was
the Gothic Revival style. The first stirrings of interest in the old medieval tradi-
Hon can be seen in the belfry of the Center Barnstead Christian Church and
::n three churches built in Sanbornton and Tilton in the 1830's. It cannct be
4id that the Gothic elements of thege three churches were used with any
¢véat historical accuracy. They basically remained Federal style buildings
:-Wl‘[h the addition of seme Gothic features, pointed arches, finials, and pin-
acles But, the results were quite charming, as can slill be seen in the San-
_._bornton Congregational Church (1834) and the Bay Meetinghouse (1836).

The 'Northtield-Tilton Congregational Church (1838) was enlarged and
n‘i‘tjdernized with Italianate elements, later in the 19th century, so that it now
better illustrates Victorian eclecticism.

The first major architectural style of the 15th century to be seen in Belknap
County was the Federal style. The Federal style, characterized by the use
of light and delicate classical ornament, was nearing the end of its populari-
iy by the time it appeared in central New Hampshire. Nevertheless, the county
can boast one excellent example of the style, the Cenire Congregaticnal
Church (1826-27) in Gilmanton. This well preserved church is notable for
its fine design and ornament. The Federal style can also be seen in other
churches that have since been altered, such as the First Congregational
Church (1832) and the First Baptist Church (1833-34) in Meredith. The United
Church of Gilmanton Iron Werks {1826-273, also altered, combines elements
of the Federal stvle and the next classical style, the Greek Revival style. :

- After the Civil War, the designers of buildings did feel freer to be eclectic
nilielr designs, to combine elements from different styles and to invent new
ament. The best examples of Victorian eclecticism among Belknap County
hurches are to be found in Laconia. Arthur L. Davis, a local builder-
itect, used Halianate and Romanesque elements in his attractive design
‘the 1871-72 remodeling of the Greek Revival style Evangelical Baptist
“hureh: The South Baptist Church (1877) is predominantly Italianate in its
fiifés. But this impressive and ornate church is obviously a product of late
Gth ‘éertury America, not Italy. Architect-builder George H. Guernsey used
sothItalianate and Gothic Revival elements for his superb United Baptist
urch in Lakeport (1891-92). Although long out of faver, Victorian eclec-
u_lldmgs like these three churches, are once again being appreciated
ot he‘ir‘ architectural beauty.

Inspired by the monumental Greek temples, the Greek Revival style used
bolder and heavier classical ornament. Only one Belknap County church;
the Center Barnstead Christian Church (¢. 1839), used a full portice cover-
ing its main facade to invoke the image of a temple. But, all of the Gresk
Revival churches show a greater interest in monumentality in their ornamen
and composition. The other Greek Revival churches of the 1830's, the Gilford
Community Church (1834), the Evangelical Baptist Church (1836), and theé
Center Harbor Congregaticnal Church (1837), have been aliered a
modernized. But, the First Baptist Church in Lower Gilmanton (1842) has
a well preserved exterior, nctable for its pilastered and pedimented front
facade and its fine belfry tower. The Lower Gilmanton church ranks among
the best churches of the style in the state. The East Alion Meeting Houss,
built around 1820, was remodeled in 1848 into a somewhat provincial w
sion of the Lower Gilmanton church. The First Congregational Chur
(1853-54) in Alton is another excellent example of the style. The last Gre
Revival church erected in Belknap County, the New Hampion Comimun
Church (1854), is arguably the county's best and most sophisticated (Greck
Revival style building. The designers of both the Alton and New Hampt
churches showed great skill in their compositions, notably in the integrati
of the main facades and the towers.

The late 10th century also saw the development in America of the Shingle
“which was characterized by the continuous covering of exterior walis
‘wood shingles. Concord architects Bodwell & Sargent combined the
gled walls of the Shingle Style with Gothic style windows and doors to
“he gince altered St. James Episcopal Church {1894) in Laconia. A
ar combination of Shingle Style walls with Gthic style windows can be

A 58t Tohn's On The Lake Chapel (1927} on Bear Island in Meredith.
l_l_r_'@st and most charming example of the Shingle Style is the modest
ractive St. Augustine’s Chapel (1905), built as a private chapel for the
'j')él_lian Bishop of Milwaukee at his Gilford summer home.
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Despite the inventiveness of the Victorian eclsctic and Shingle Style
architects, the tide of architectural fashion turned in the late 19th century
and the early 20th century to the revival of historical styles, to the cepying,
with more or less freedom, of the architectural styles of earlier eras. For
religious architecture, the principal sources of mspiration were the great
churches of the medieval period, built in the Romanesque and Gothic styles.

The churches of Belknap County include only one significant example
of the Romanesque Revival style, Sacred Heart Church (1893-94) in Laconia.
But, this impressive church, designed by Boston architect Peter F ord, is one
of the tinest churches in the county, notable not only for its size, but for its
fine composition and ornament. The Romanesque Revival style can also be
geen in more modest 20th century religious buildings, St. Joan of Arc Church
(1923) i Alton, St. Paul’'s Church (late 1920's or early 1930's) in Barnstead,
and Tempie B'nai Israsl (1937) in Laconia.

The Gothic style has always been the more popular of the two medieval
revival styles. The best 19th century Gothic Revival style church in the county
is Trinity Episcopal Church in Tilton, built in 1872-73 to the design of Con-
cord architect Edward Dow. Another Tilton church to employ the style wag
the Church of the Assumption (1893-94), designed by Manchester architects
Chickering & O'Cennell and since modernized. Our Lady of Victory Church
(1905-06) in Center Harbor has also been significantly altered. The early 20th
century saw the construction of two impressive Gothic Revival style stone
churches in Laconia, both the work of Boston architects. Willard P. Adden
was inspired by the picturesque Gothic churches of England in his design
for the Congregational Church of Laconia (1905-06). James O Shaughnessy,
who is said to have worked for Ralph Adams Cram, followed that master of
the (Gothic Revival style in his bold design for St. Joseph's Church {1929-30).

While the medieval revival styles were the most popular for Belknap
County’s fashionable churches in the early 20th century, two other styles are
represented in Laconia churches. The First Church of Christ Scientist
(1923-24), designed by Boston architect Charles T. McFarland, is an excellent

. example of the Classical Revival style. The Unitarian-Universalist Church

(1939-40), the youngest church recorded in this book, was built in the Col-
onial Revival style, a revival style that harks back to the Federal style, bring-
ing us full circle back to the earliest high style represented in this volume.

The vernacular churches of the 19th and 20th centuries were simpler
buildings than the high style churches. The use of ornament on the vernacular
churches was limited. And, while some ornament and other elements of the
high styles was used on some vernacular churches, there was no attempt to
create a building in & recognized architectural style. Usually restrained by .
their economic status, the congregations that built these churches chose to!
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'-:.ﬁse the common building tradition of their period, without many decorative
~embellishments. This is not to say that the vernacular churches lack architec-

‘ural distinction. As is demonstrated by many vernacular houses in the county,
. atraditional builder with a good sense of proportions can create a pleasing

‘design, even without the help of decoration. Two attractive examples of such

unembellished traditional design can be found in Meredith, the Oak Hill
'_Mé‘etinghouse (built c. 1802, remodeled 1848) and the Meredith Center Free
“Baptist Church (main block c. 1831, tower 1859). And there are cther ex-
mples of architectural success in the vernacular traditicn throughout the

-"county

G As might be expected, most of the vernacular churches, particularly the

thh century churches, share certain features. All were built of wood and
"néarly all were sheathed with clapboards, the traditional siding of the region.
The 20th century did see the use of stucco on Trinity Methodist Church
1925-26) at Weirs Beach and of asbestos shingles on the Christian and Mis-
_Ii__ary Alliance Church (1939), also in Laconia.)

o The simplest of the vernacular churches were just one story or one and
half story, gable roofed structures with a rectangular plan. One gable end
A 'aHy served as the main facade. In the 19th century, there were often two
ries in the main gable end, as can be seen at the Smith Meeting House
'_'_840) in Gilmanton and the New Hampton Historical Society building
863-84). Some churches, of course, were content with a single entry, such
. the North Barnstead Congregational Church (1827) and the First Baptist
urch (1791-92, remodeled 1833) in Sanbornton. A number of vernacular
hli'r"'c'jhes now have towers and entry pavilions, either original features or ad-
ions. Some, such as the Thompson-Ames Historical Society Building (c.
834 remodeled 1889) and the Province Road Meeting House (c. 1792, tower
dded 1910) have belfry towers set astride their roofs. Others have attached
owers; either in the center of the main facade, as on the Barnstead Parade
-ongregatlonal Church (1796-89, tower added 1866) and the South Barn-
ad. Congregat1onal Church (between 1814 and 1821, tower added 1912),
rata torner, as on the former Advent Christian Church (1899-1900) in Bel-
mt'and The Bible Speaks Church (1910-11) in Lakeport. On the Advent
ristian Church (1903-04) in Lakeport, the corner was cut on the diagonal,
at the corner tower is set at an angle to the main facade. The attached
oWeré often house the main entries. But some small churches have small gable
_ed entry pavilions, as can be seen on the American Legion Hall (1895-96)
Bamstead and Trinity Episcopal Church (1911) in Meredith.

he hlgh styles have had some influence on certain vernacular churches,
vile:s Iarly in the ornamental details. Vernacular builders were not ignorant
He: elements of the more sophisticated architectural styles. And they did
mes borrow features from the grander buildings that they saw. The Greek
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Revival style prompted mid 19th century vernacular builders to use widef
and bolder cornerboards, window and door frames, and cornices, such as
those on the Oak Hill Meeting House (remodeled 1848) in Meredith and the:
Province Road Meeting House (remodeled 1835 and 1854) in Belmont. Rut: y
the most influential high style for vernacular churches was clearly the Gothic
Revival style. Gothic arches and stained glass windows were added to
buildings that otherwise had few or no stylistic fsatures. The Lochmere Bapt
tist Church (1834, remodeled 1861), for example, had Gothic arches above_f
its two entries and ancther arch in its main gable. The Thompson Ames,
Historical Seciety Building (c. 1834, remodeled 1889) has more Gothic arches:
and a tall spire. The Bible Speaks Church (1910-11) in Laconia has two Gothic
arched windows in its main facade. These Gothic features do not make these.
churches Gothic Revival style buildings, but they do show the strong religious
associations of the style.

hit years, the residing of churches and other buildings has usually great-
iminished their architectural integrity and guality. Modern sidings may

> more convenient, but their installation is usually accompanied by the loss
nany architectural details, cornerboards, cornices, window and door
©s. The result is often a caricature, a plastic cartoon of the original

Désplte some inappopriate architectural change, there still remains in
elknap County many religious buildings that are a delight to see and visit.
ope that this volume will introduce our readers to them, and will en-
gJe greater interest in these buildings and their preservation for future
"l_aﬁo‘ns to enjoy.

Change has been part of the history of many Belknap County churche
Scme have been relocated, as St. Paul’s Church, moved from Northwood to
Barnstead, and the Fred Andrew Smart Chapel, moved from Canterbury 1o
Tilton, illustrate. Others have changed from a religious use to cther uses{:.
as can be seen at the American Legion Hall in Barnstead, the West Center:
Harbor Meeting House, now a private residence, Old St. James Episcopal’
Church in Lacornia, now an office building, the New Hampton Grange Hall,
and the Lochmere Community Hall. Three former churches, the Province.
Road Meeting House in Belmont, the Cak Hill Meeting House in Meredit
and the former Advent Christian Chapel in New Hampton, have each becom:
the property of the local historical society. :

Architectural changes have been even more commonplace. The impuls
to modernize churches, to replace the “old fashioned” with the “up to date’
can be seen as early as the 1830's and 1840's, when meetinghouses wer
remodeled as churches, often in the Greek Revival style, such as the East
Alton Meeting House and the Oak Hill Meeting House in Meredith. The urg
to modernize has continued fo this day. In some cases, such as the 1871-7
remodeling of the Evangelical Baptist Church in Laconia, it can be argue
that the remodeled church is at least as interesting architecturally as th
original building. Unfortunately, this has been more the exception than th
rule. Some architectural changes have been insignificant or sympathetic t
the original architecture of the building, o that there has been no architec
tural loss. But, many changes have diminished the architectural quality o
the churches. It would be impolitic to point out inappropriate changes in th
introduction. We will leave that judgement to the reader’s taste. But, we ca
point out the two most common remodeling mistakes, the inappropriate ad
dition, such as the belfry or vestibule that obscures or clashes with the origin
design of the main facade, and the removal or replacement of significan
architectural features, such ag ornamental details, doors and windows. In
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-'-Mam Street'érjd'Mltche Avenue was bought in Ianuary of 1922, Fund ra

IRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

"..-By late June of 1923, the Farmington paper could report that work had begun ich Street, Alton village

- “on'the church. A Laconia paper reported in early August that the carpenter
" had finished the shingling and in October that the exterior was nearly co
“plete. . The last news item was a note in the Farmington paper, in ea
‘November, that the church was being painted. The church was built as a sum
mer chapel with an unfinished interior. It was not until 1948 that the inter
was completely finished. Originally, the exterior walls were covered with wo
shingles, which were common on rustic resort architecture of the day. The
form of the church and its semicircular arched windows and doors and th
round gable window of the main block were borrowed from the Romanesq
Revival style, although they were Americanized in their translation to
small chapel. The building could be described as an early 20th century churd
with Romanesque Revival embellishments,

’_Eed:'fc_)'n'National Register of Historic Places

The church became a separate parish in 1961. And the building hasb
altered in recent years. The doors of the main entry were replaced by moder
metal framed glass doors sometime in the mid 20th century. The easterly wing
built in 1978, houses the reconciliation room. In 1988, a handicapped ag
cess ramp was built at the casterly side entry. But, the most significant charig
was the replacement of the original wood shingle wall sheathing wil

aluminum siding in the late 1950's.

Congregational Church is a Greek Revival style church that stands
heast side of Church Street. The tall, one and a half story, gable
block has a square three stage tower with spire projecting slightly
ter of its main facade, the northwest gable end. The rear gable
ain block is covered by a one story, shed rooled rear addition.
he::no_rtheas’c end of the addition and part of the main block's north-
he vestry, a one and a half story gable roofed struciure.

ri block, set on a cut granite block foundation, has clapboarded
de paneled corner pilasters with heavy moulded capitals. The
ornice with mouldings, deep irieze and architrave is pedimented
orthwest gable, but only has returns on the rear gable. The
the northwest gable end is occupied by the tower and the main
s%de bays each contain a tall, large 12/12 sash window with
rit; louvred shutters, and a peaked, moulded window head.
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story structure whose roof is hipped at the southeast end and gabled on the
rthwest end. On the street facade of the chapel wing are found two small
c | story structures, the present gable roofed vestibule, and the shed roofed
former vestibule (now a closet) filling the space between the main block and

&' riew vestibule.

SECOND FREE BAPTIST CHURCH

Main Street, Alton village
1853-1854
Listed on National Register of Historic Places

.The main block, get on a granite block foundation, is irimmed by deep
Iboards with watertables and by cornerboards with moulded edges. The

I are clapboarded, save for the main northeast gable end, which is
eathed with {lush boarding. The wide box cornice has mouldings, a deep
Z&, pairs of heavy sawn brackets, and returns.

The central bay of the main block’s street facade, the northeast gable
nd, 1s occupied by the tower. The two side bays each contain a tall window
&, ornamented by a heavy bracketed sill, and a heavy peaked, moulded
ornice with large corner brackets. The lower portion of each frame containg
6:sash window with louvred shutters, while the upper portion is covered
Ve péfmanent louvred blinds with a triangular top. The southeast and north-
tsides each have three tall, large 16/16 sash windows with louvred shut-
_Ifs.and frames like those on the street facade, save that the cornices are

iéqhtal, not psaked.

‘The tall tower has the same granite foundation, sillboards, cornerboards

with moulded edges, and flush boarded walls as the main block's street facade.

ower's street front contains the main entry, now double metal and glass

sors beneath a metal framed plate glass transom window. The entry is served
de brick floored concrete landing and steps.. The entry does retain its
ooden frame with a peaked moulded cornice ornamented by heavy sawn
ackets. The first story is topped by a shallow cornice with a large cove
ng. Most of the upper portion of the tower’s street front is devoted to
y fall triple louver, which has a wide central louver with triangular top,
er flanking louvers with slanted tops, a bracketed sill, and a peaked
s with end brackets, similar to the cornices on the main block’s street
ﬁwin'c'_lbw frames. Above the main block roof, the tower has double louvers
ther three sides. The louvers on the northwest and southeast sides
ér_‘i{éd tops, bracketed sills, and bracketed peaked cornices like that
iple louver. The double louvers on the rear have rectangular tops
plain frame. The tower is topped by a box cornice with mouldings,
: rzezé and pairs of heavy sawn brackets, and by an unusual parapet.

'arapet boards are shaped teo give it small Gothic arched upper projec-
‘a wider rectangular upper projection (with an applied guatrefoil)
center of each 51de Rising from the tower roof is the tall pyramidal

Description

The Second Free Baptist Church is an Italianate style church that stands
on the southwest side of Main Street. The tall, one and a half story, gablé
rooted main block has a all three story square tower projecting from the centér
of its main facade, the northeast gable end. The tower is crowned by a i i1l
pyramidal spire. In the center of the main block’s rear southwest gable end
is the one story, shed roofed organ addition. Covering the rear southwes
side of the organ addition is the shorter, one story rear addition. Coveriﬁtj
the southeast sides of the organ addition and the rear addition, and streich:
ing to the southeast of the main block is the chapel wing, a one and a h
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The organ addition and the rear addition are simpler structures with clap
boarded walls, cornerboards, and box cornices with mouldings, Iriezes an

returns. Plain frames surround their windows and the rear addition’s northwes
side door.

ﬂfith brick, were installed in 1230. And the original wocden main entry doors
were replaced by modern plate glass and metal doors and transom window
71970,

=“The church has seen four additions to the rear and side of the main block.
The first additon was built in the center of the rear gable end in 1875 to house
anorgan. InJ anuary of 1891, the Society accepted the offer of Martha Sawyer
a chapel in memory of her late husband, Alonzo H. Sawyer. The construc-
11 of the chapel wing and the former vestibule, under the direction of “Mr.
v Bennett”, began in April. The wing was dedicated on August 19, 1891,
ie chapel wing was given a new fireplace with an exterior chimney in the
d 20th century. In 1971-72, the present vestibule was built. And the old
stibule was converted to a closet. (The vestibule's entry steps were covered
by.a handicapped access ramp in 1986). The rear addition, which contains
éﬁrestrooms and an addition to the original kitchen in the chapel wing, was
obably built sometime in the early to mid 20th century. But, church records
re silent about its construction.

The more elaborate chapel wing has a granite block foundaticn, clap
boarded walls, deep sillbcards and moulded cornerboards like those on th
main block, and a box cornice with mouldings, deep frieze, and pairs of saw
brackets. The chape! wing is lit by large double windows with 4/4 sash
bracketed sills, louvred shutters, and moulded cornices with sawn: end
brackets. A large exterior brick chimney is found at the southeast end.

The new vestibule on the chapel wing’s northeast street front has clap
boarded walls, trimmed by sillboards with watertables, and by a bex cornic
with mouldings, frieze and returns. The northeast street gable end contain
the eniry, double six panel doors with fluted side trim and a cornice with. |
frieze, architrave and sawn end brackets. The criginal concrete landing and
steps thal served this entry have been covered by a long board floored ramp
with plain wooden railings. The former vestibule, now a closet, has a win

dowless clapboarded wall, a sillboard with watertable, and a bracketed cor
nice with friere.

: In 1938, the Baptist and Congregational churches in Alton village
Jérated to share the cost of a minister and other expenses. The two churches
rrged in January of 1968 to form the Community Church of Alton, which

w . owns and maintaing both the Baptist and Congregational church
History

The Second Free Baptist Church of Alton was organized in 1831. Thé
church, which served the Free Will Baptists of the village area, joined with
the local Congregational church to build a union meetinghouse in 1838, I
the early spring of 1853, the Congregationalists decided to build their own
church, and the Free Will Baptists soon followed suit. The Second Free Bap-
tist Society was organized in August of 1853 to hold and maintain real estate.
At its August 8 meeting, the new society voted to buy a lot and build a church’
Three days later, the Society chose a seven man commitiee to erect the
building. The Main Street lot was purchased on August 27. According to the
diary of an Alton resident, the frame of the new Baptist church was ra1sed
on September 26, 1853. On January 2, 1854, the Society was able to mee’s
in the new building. The church was dedicated on March 23, 1854, the day
after the new Congregational church was dedicated. Pews were sold at au
tion on March 25 and throughout the spring. According to one newspaper
report, the building cost $3000. Unfortunately, the name of the designer of
the building does not appear in the church records or the newspapers. The
church, the only early (pre Civil War) Italianate style church in the count
is an excellent and attractive example of thai style.

The original church, the main block and the tower, has seen only a fe
exterior changes, most of them at the entry. Concrete steps, later covere
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. The square bellry astride the roof ridge has & plywood sheathad base
‘topped by a shallow moulded cornice. The slightly smaller open bellry stage
“sheathed with plywood and trimmed by corner pilasters with moulded
itals and by a wide box cornice with mouldings, frieze and architrave.
neach face of the beliry is found a large semicircular arched opening with
1oulded frame, through which can be seen the bell. The beliry’s pyramidal
st with flared eaves is crowned by an ornate metal finial.

BARNSTEAD

821

tory

.-The Congregational Church in North Barnstead was built to provide a
iper place for Congregational services in the northern part of the town
B__arnstead. Although some historians have dated the building to 1820, the
lous Barnstead church historians agree that it was constructed in 1827 and
sdicated on Cotober 31, 1827, No records survive to describe the construc-
on'- And the original appearance of the church is nct known as no early
escrlptzons or views have been located. In 1853, the building was repaired
nd remodeled, so extensively that it was deemed appropriate to rededicate
he building. Again the details of the remodeling are not recorded. Tt would
m likely that the present exterior appearance of the main block dates large- -
rom this remodeling. The design of the building, with a three bay strest
¢ front and four bay lateral sides, suggests a mid 19th century date. The
sed entry, which has a wide outer frame with cornerblocks, full sidelights,
i paneled walls and ceiling, shows the influence of the Greek Revival style
robably dates from the 1853 remodeling. The main block now appears
not unusual variant of the common mid 19th century vernacular rural

St

Description

The North Barnstead Congregational Church is a 19th century vernacula
church that stands on the northeast side of the main road in North Barnsteat
village. The gable rcofed main block is basically one and a half story hig
although the building's internal layout does give it a two story southwest qab_
end. Ahove the southwest gable end, which serves as the main lacade, a belf_l_”
is found asiride the roof ridge.

‘urther exterior changes were probably very limited in the next century
church's history. The main gable cornice might be a later addition,
i Information has been found on its origin. A small privy, once attached
ear corner of the southeast side, was removed around 1990. The most
ant change was the addition of the bellry to house a bell given in
y'bf Bea Dow. The church voted to acoept the bell and 1o build the
at_a ‘special meeting in November of 1970. The bell and belfry were
cated in August of 1971. Part of the granite block foundation was replaced
oncrete when it was repaired around 1990.

The main block is set on a cut granite block and concrete foundatio

Tts clapboarded walls are trimmed by sillboards and cornerboards. The
is trimmed by lateral box cornices with mouldings and friezes, a plain b
cornice on the street (southwest} gable, and close verges on the rear gable.
The main (southwest) facade coniains the church’s only entry, a central re-
cessed entry. The double four panel doors are flanked by moulded side 1r:
and full sidelighis with louvered shutters and share a plain outer frame w
the sidelights. The entry’s wide recess has a board floor, paneled side wal
and ceiling, and wide board steps. The recess’s outer frame is a wide mo

ed frame with upper and lower cornerblocks. The only southwestern windo

are two 8/8 sash windows with plain frames and louversd shutters in the sex

story. The northwest and southeast sides each have four large 12/8 sash_.-

dews aleo with plain frames and louvered shutters.

i’é.sent church organization dates from October 15, 1896, when the
ngregational Church of North Barnstead was organized.
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH

]ec‘uon The recess has a concrete floor, wood shingled walls, and flat
ded board ceiling. The only window in the north walls is a round stained
glass ‘window with central circular window and six surrounding panes
a'rated by the radiating mullions, get high in the gable of the northern
ojection. The gable of the projecticn and the south gable of the main block
opped by large plain crogses. The east and west sides of the main block
i have five semicircular arched stained glass sash windows and a four
ide door. The windows have geometric patterns featuring religious
ibols and arched upper sash. The side doors each have a wooden land-
nd steps and a gable roofed hood. The apse, which covers most of the
end of the main block, is trimmed by & simple box cornice. The bowed
sciith wall features the apse’s only window, a high ceniral semicircular arched,
d glass window with a pictorial design.

Maple Street, Center Barnstead
1926, 1929 or early 1930's
Andrew Daudelin, contractor

. Paul's Church originally stocd in East Northwood, where it served
Reman Catholic summer chapel. The date of the construction of the
s a matter of some dispute. The 1938 Historical Records Survey of
¢man Catholic Church records in New Hampshire reported that it was
i_)d dedicated in 1929 to replace a church that burned in 1828, A
ev_\_r;sp_aper article published in 1958 stated that the building was erected in

Description

St. Paul’s Church stands on the west side of Maple Street in Center Barn
stead village. In form, composition, and some elements, such as the se
circular arched windows, the church is reminiscent of the ltalian Romanesqgu
style. In materials and most details, however, the church is in the Americé:
vernacular tradition. The tall, one story mair block has a narrower, shalicy
one story projection on its north gable end, which is covered by a gable roofe
extension of the main block rocf. Centered on the projection’s own north gab]
end is a shorter and narrower, one story, gable roofed entry porch. The m:
bleck roct is basically a gable rocf, but its south end is best described
a gable on hip roof. In the center of the main block’s south end is a shall
hip roofed apse with a curved south side. All sections of the church are
on concrete block foundations, sheathed with painted wood shingles, a
trimmed by cornerbeoards and plain window and door frames.

s round gable window are all derived from the Italian Romanesque.
§ materials, notably the wood shingles, and in many details, such
window and door frames and the cornices, the church is clearly in
erican vernacular tradition.

e church served in Northwood through the summer of 1956. It was
laced by St. Joseph's Church, a larger and more modern building.
vas, however, still a future for the older church. In late May and early
958, two adjoining parcels of land in Center Barnstead were pur-
5¥ the Diocese. In mid June, the church was cut into two sections,
@ hauled by truck ic the Center Barnstead property, where the
g was reassembled. In July, the church was back in use for Roman
olic services. The building was rededicated on its new site in 1959. The
oes seem to have endured scme change in its travels. i is said that
ntwo horizontally at about the eaves level, and that the first story
00! structure were moved separately. This procedure may explain
hdnges to the upper portion of the building. A 1946 photograph of
irchin Northwood shows features that apparently did not survive the
Barnstead, including a bell dote above the main facade; two gablets
per corners of the shallow north projection; and two pent roofs on
‘block’s north facade at the level of the lateral cornices and flanking
orth broiection.

The main block and its northern projection are frimmed by close verge
and by wide herizontal cornices with mouldings, sleping soffits, and friezey
The main entry of the church is sheltered by the northern entry porch, which
has concrete floor and steps, a wide plain semicircular arched opening ¢
the north front, a smaller segmental arched opening on beth the west a
east sides, and a shallow moulded cornice. The exterior of the porch, as W
ag the interior walls and the jambs of the side openings are wood shingl
The barrel vaulted ceiling and the soffits of the side arches are covered will
beaded boarding. The main entry, a large six panel door, is actually fou
in the north wall of the main block, as it is set in a recess in the northe
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olurtins, which are best described as Roman Doric in style. The columns
port the desp frieze of the main pediment’s horizontal cornice. The flush
varded rear wall of the portico is trimmed by sillboards. The two side bays
contain an identical entry. Each entry has a piain framed five panel door,
anking two-thirds sidelights above panels, and a wide outer frame with up-
ornerblocks and a wide block in the center of the Lntel. In the central
is"a high plain framed window, now filled by plate ¢lass. In the
miented gable appears an unusual louver in the shape of an inverted V.
louver has plain sills at each lower end and slats that “radiate” from the
mpty center of the V. Mounted on the gable above the louver is a plain

i e‘h cross. The northwest and southeast sides of the main block sach have

. -.:.2'0/20 sash windows, whose panecled frames have paneled upper
rblocks. :

Main Street, Center Barnstead
c. 1839

ke square belfry lower has a low base, whose clapboarded sides are
é_d by cornerboards and a plain cornice with frieze. The smaller belfry
he_ét_hed with flush boarding, and trimmed by cornerboards and a box
rnice with mouldings and frieze. In each face is a full height plain framed
i r,flanked on each side by pilasters with moulded capitals. The belfry
 surrounded by a crenelated parapet, with three crenels on each side,
opped merlons, and a simple coping. From each corner of the parapet rises
_ én pinnacle, a tall pyramid on a short square base, that is ornamented
"O'uldings. Rising from the center of the belfry roof is a tall pyramidal
:d_ez_)_f'spire crowned by a globe on which stands an ornate arrow-shapec
weathervane.

 basement vestibule has vinyl “clapboard” siding with corner strips,
close vinyl clad eaves and verges. Its only opening is a paneled door

Description t-in window in the southeast gable end.

The Center Barnstead Christian Church is a Greek Revival styie chL_l .
that stands on the northeast side of Main Street (Boute 128), at t edczr_n
of Shackiord Corner Road, in Center Barnstead vﬂlage. The or_ze a:tlhe -
story gable roofed main block has a temple style portico covegéllg ot
facade, the southwest gable end. A two stage belf?y tower sh"at es o
ridge above the main facade. Attached to the main block are.dwo o(r;i -5' .
additions, a gable roofed basement vestibule on the southeast side and a s

roofed rear addition covering the rear gable end.

¢ rear addition has vinyl “clapboard” siding with -corner strips, and
ad'box cornice. The new rear entry, at the northwest end of the addi-
designed to echo the older main entries. It has & paneled deoor with
mall windows, flanking two thirds sidelights, and a wide outer frame
pper cornerblocks and a large block in the center of the lintel. On the
weast side are two 20/20 sash windows with paneled frames and paneled
ornerblocks, which were reuged from the main block.

The main block, now set on a concrete foundatiqn, is _clapboarc_ﬁed___:
sillboards and cornerboards. A pedimented box cornice with mouldul‘lq_s:_
frieze is found on the three public sides. But, the rear gable has only ol
verges with returns of the lateral cornices.

Center Barnstead Christian Church was built as a private venture
1p 6f Free Will Baptists led by Rev. David Garland. (The group also
d Henry Langley, Samuel Langley, Oliver Dennett, and John K.
Their hope was that a strong Free Will Baptist church would be
ed in the new building. Unfortunately, their plans went awry. The

The principal feature of the southwest gable end is the portico.lTh pd
tico now has a concrete floor, but it retains its four monumental w
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sale of pews did not bring the return the proprietors had hoped for, and they
all lost money. Rev. Garland, who bore the greatest financial burden, h
to be rescued from his debts by his son, a Bosten merchant. Many pews we
bought by Congregationalists, who eventually gained control of the buildin
" {The church has also served other denominations at various periods of -
history. About 1960, the church left the Congregational fold to become an
independent church.) Several construction dates have been assigned to the
building, including 1830, 1832, 1834, and 184C. But, the more knowledgeabls
local historians agreed that the church was dedicated on September 12, 183
There is no further information available on its acnstruction, its designer:
its builder. This is unfortunate as the church is one of Belknap County's best
examples of the Greek Revival style. It is in fact, the only Greek Reviv,
church in the county to boast a full temple style portico covering #ts ma
facade. We also find references to the Gothic Revival style in the pinnacie
spire, and crenelated parapet of the belfry. This blend of styles is unusua
but here it is nevertheless successful.

MERICAN LEGIOK HALL

1l Road, Barnstead Parade

A stereopticon view taken in the summer of 1882 shows the building
almaost as it appears today. The view does show corner pinnacles (like tho
still crowning the belfry) and a parapet on top of the tower base, surroun
ing the belfry. These features have since disappeared. Other undated changes
include the large cross mounted on the pediment, and the large single pane
in the main facade’s only window. Recently, the moulded box cornice on th
tower base was replaced by a simpler cornice. The late 1970's saw the mast
significant changes, the construction of the concrete portico floor and the
concrete foundation under the main block, and the addition of the basement
vestibule and the rear addition.

ldzng'.that is now used as a meeting hall. Tt stands on the east side of Beauty
‘Road in the village of Barnstead Parade. The long, one and a half story,

Ke center of its west street gable end and a small half story woodshed on
‘gable end.

ush boarded gable), cornerboards, arid a cornice with sloping soffit and
1is west street gable end is largely occupied by paneled double doors
plain frame and concrete steps and landing. A round light with the

narrow 15/19 sash window of colored glass, each sash having a large
tral pane and a border of small panes.

he main block was actually built in two sections, the original western
itch section and the later eastern rear addition. The addition was built
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to match the older church, with its side walls and rocf slopes continuing tho
of the eriginal building. Both sections have clapkoarded walls with COTITH
boards, and share a cornice with mouldings, frieze and sloping soffit. ;
each side of the eniry pavilion in the west gable end can be found a tall 21
sash window with the same colored glass and sash design as the pavilion W
dows. The two windows are each lopped by a triangular lintel with simp
moulding and a diamond shaped board with an incised quaterfoil betw
the window sash and the lintel moulding. The break between the two sé
tions of the main block is marked on the north and south side walls by a v
tical beard. The front church section of each side wall has three 21/21 sa
windows with the same colored glass sash as the western windows, but simpl
lintels with drip mouldings. The rear section has two plain framed 2/2 3
windows in each side wall, but it does have another 21/21 sash window
colored glass in the rear gable end. Plain framed doors appear in the sci
and east walls of the rear section. And attached to the rear gable end
small woodshed with corrugated metal walls and shed roof.

igwever deeded to the new society until June of 1896. The deed from
{enry P. Thompson stated that, if the property ceased to be used for church
poges, it would revert to Thompson or his heirs. Apparently, that is ex-
ly;what happened. A short time later, Rev. Bell resigned and moved on
nother community. His departure removed the chief cause of the con-
The Congregationalists eventually patched up their differences and ap-
.ently abandoned the small church, as the property did return to Thomp-
on's heirg. In 1917, Elizabeth George, Henry Thompson's daughter, deed-
the building and its lot to the Barnstead Parade Fire Company. The local
men used the building as a meeting hall. About 1920, the firemen built
t addition to enlarge the building, but they carefully matched the addi-
n 1 the earlier section, leaving little exterior evidence of the enlargement.
1947 the fire company conveyed the building to the local American Legion
t #42. The Legionaires have made only minor exterior-changes, mount-
a amp above the main entry, and, in the 1970's, erecting a small woed-
d.on the rear gable end.

p

History

The building now used as the American Legion Hall was built in resp
to a dispute among the Congregationalists of Barnstead Parade. In 1880 i
First Congregational Church of Barnstead, cccupying the Center Barnst arnstead Parade
church now known as the Center Barnstead Christian Church, ard the ( -
gregational Church of Barnstead Parade, occupying the Barnstead Pa
Meeting House, united in hiring a minister. This arrangement lasted just
years, as some members of the Parade church became dissatisfied with
jointly hired minister, Rev. Leon Bell. In 1895, the First Church voted to g
Hev. Bell for another year, but the Parade church voted to not rehirg
minister. In November of 1895, eleven members of the Parade church’ wh
did support Rev. Bell, left the Parade church o join the First Church
rather than travel the mile and a half to Center Barnstead, they decide
erect & church building in Barnstead Parade.

NSTEAD PARADE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

The building commitiee for the new church was Calvin Jenking
Waldo, Dyer R. Babb, and Melvin H. Garland. In mid November of 183
the Suncock Journal reported that the foundation had been laid and th
framing would soon commence under the supervision of John Walds
cornerstone was laid, almost as an afterthought, on January 2. The inte
was described as nearly finished by the Pittsfield paper in mid January;
completed church was dedjcated on February 27, 1896. The new bu
was a modest but pleasant late 19th century vernacular church.

e Barnstead Parade Congregational Church is a vernacular church

Late February of 1896 also saw the formation of the First Congregé nds at the north corner of the Parade, the common of the village of

Society of Barnstead at Barnstead Parade, to maintain the church and 1
vide public worship in cooperation with the First Church. The church gt
: % a four story tower which contains the church entry and the belfry.
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_e_a__lf_ly desariptions, it is clear that the building was a standard two story
éstinghouse of the late 18th century. The main eniry was located in the
uthwest lateral wall, while on both gable ends were found stair towers serv-
ti'the second story galleries. The interior was filled with box pews. A high
lpit was placed opposite the main entry beneath a sounding beard and
h_igh window in the northeast wall. Second story galleries were found on
e sides of the mestinghouse’s interior. The fown historian later described
sarly mestinghouse as "neat, well proportioned, and...in good taste”.

The first three stories of the tower are clapboarded with cornerboards:
and a crowning box cornice with mouldings and frieze. In the northwest street:.
facade appears the entry, tall paneled double doors with a plain wide frame.
The first three stories each have one plain framed window, filled by diamon
paned colered glass with a border of stained glass rectangular panes. Th
first story window is found in the southwest side, the two upper gtory win
dows on the northwest main facade. The tower’s fourth story, the slight!
smaller bellry, is sheathed with flush boarding and trimmed by cornerkoards
A tall plain framed rectangular louver occupies most of each face. The bellry’
very low pitched roof is trimmed by a box cornice with mouldings, frieze
and architrave.

‘Apparently, the building was little changed in the first hall of the 18th
ury, not even being repaired until 1832, when it was shingled and painted.
t'i_t,':._in 1851, it received its first medernization, which transformed it from
_:B_th century meetinghouse to a 19th century church. The stair towers were
moved. The main southwest entry and the southeast entry were closed, leav-
one entry in the roadside northwest gable end. “The ancient windows”
ere "replaced by those more modern”. On the interior, two of the galleries
& removed, and the cld pews and pulpit replaced by newer furnishings.
sremodeled church was rededicated on October 28, 1851, After the Civil
'_’[_he church government was reorganized with the formation of a Con-
g_aﬁonal society in November of 1866 and a Congregational church in Ju-
1867. 1866 also saw the purchase of a bell and the erection of the pre-
('J_i_:\:rer to house it, as well as a further remodeling of the interior. A view
he church published in 1897 shows the results of these two renovations,
able roofed building with a four story tower, which looks much as it
: "t'gday. However, in the 1897 view, the windows of the tower and the
block were covered by Gothic arched shutters, and the beliry was
ped by a low ornamental parapet.

The main block is set on a cut granite block foundation. [ts clapboarde
walls are trimmed by sillbcards (save on the noriheast side), cornerboard:
and a box cornice with mouldings, {rieze, and decorative sawn corné
brackets. The slate sheathed roof is enlivened by courses of hexagonal slate
The only windows in the northwest gable end are two second story window
one on each side of the tower. Like the tower windows, they have plain frames
and sash with diamond paned colored glass bordered by narrow rectangul
stained glass panes. (& tall concrete block exterior chimney is also now found
on the northwest gable end.) The northeast and southwest sides each ha
three tall rectangular stained glass sash windows with elaborate gecmetri
floral, and pictorial desigms, but plain frames. The rear southeast gable en
has two Gothic arched stained glass windows with pictorial designs and plam
frames. (A metal bulkhead now appears on the southwest side.) '

History

The first meetinghouse erected in Barnstead was a small log buildit
By the 1780’s, this primitive structure was inadequate and the town meetin
began to digcuss the construction of a meetinghouse. The lown even vole
in 1788 to build a new meetinghouse. But, ultimately, the town did not ere
a building. The construction of a proper meetinghouse was the work d
private group of Barnstead residents. On May 1, 1796, Eli Bunker bond
himself {0 give a deed to & four man committee “chosen by a body of men
for the purpose of erecting a meetinghouse...as committee men for said p
prietors” for “a piece of land for the use of said meetinghouse, any time wh
said meetinghouse is built, and a parade”. Bunker's gift is the common kno
as Barnstead Parade, on which the church stands. Work apparently beg
on the structure in 1796. It was used in its uniinished state, before it was fina
completed in 1799 and dedicated in September of that year. One chut
historian later wrote that “the finishing of this church in its original foruts
creditable to Richard Sinclair who directed it as agent or confractor

o e church has seen some later changes. No dates were found for the
allation of the slate roof on the main block and the diamond paned sash
swer and main facade windows, or for the removal of the belfry parapet
Gothic arched shutters. The present stained glass windows are
_q_rl_a_l--_windows, most given in henor of people who died in the first decade
He 20th century. The 1980's saw the addition of the metal bulkhead and
icrete block chimney. But, in most respects, the church probably ap-
oday much as it did in the early 20th century. The building therefore
es the architectural evelution of a standard 18th century meeting house
4 late 19th century and early 20th century vernacular church.

The building served both religious and governmental purposes in its
years, being used for all town meetings for twenty-four years and the
some town meetings until 1847, when the present Town Hall was built. Fr
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SOUTH BARNSTEAD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

The square tower is set on a concrete foundation. The first three stories
lapboarded and trimmed by cornerboards that are topped by capitals
mouldings and dentils. The third story is crowned by a shallow cornice
:ldings, dentils, and frieze. In the street facadé is a four pane! door
ansom window and moulded lintel. The tower is lit by diamond paned
ndows with moulded lintels, one first story window and two second
indows Round wooden clock faces with Roman numerals appear in
e public sides of the third story. The fourth story, the open belfry,
tly smaller. The beliry's four corner posts have sawn decorative sup-
their outer faces at the base and very large curved brackets with
d sides that give the bellry’s cpenings an almost “ogee arched” shape.
les with turned balusters and moulded rails protect the openings,
which can be seen the bell. The bellry’s pyramidal roof with flared
hasia shallow cornice with mouldings, wood shingles (in both reqular
ggered butt courses), and, at the peak, an ornate lyre shaped
dne.

South Barnstead Road, South Barnstead
between 1814 and 1821

e south Barnstead church was built as a Free Will Baptist church on

_ei"é Clarks, so the bailding was commonly known as the Clark

Description :
H‘o_use. There is agreement among local historians on the general

The 5outh Barnstead Congregational Church stands on the northeast s
of South Barnstead Road (Route 126) in South Barnstead village. In the cen
of the southwest gable end of the one and a half story, gable roofed ma
block is a four story tower. Flanking the tower on both sides are one sto
hip roofed porches for the main block’s two southwestern entries.

1ave given the date as “'not earher than 1814 nor later than 1819”7,
1816 and 1820, in 1821, and before 1822, The designer and builder

The main block, set on a brick foundation, has clapboard walls'w,
sillboards and cornerboards. Both gables project slightly over the first sto
walls, the junction of the upper and lower walls being marked by a mould
cornice with irieze. The gable roof is irimmed by a box cornice with moul
ings, frieze, and returns on the three public sides, but only by close very
on the rear gable. Flanking the central tower on the southwest street gable
end are two identical entries, each having a four panel door, five-sixthg
sidelights, and a wide outer frame with upper cornerblocks and a p
moulding on the lintel. The two enlries are sheltered by identical porch
nestled into the corners of the main block and the tower. Each porch h
granite step with metal railings, a board base and flocr, two square pi
with slight entasis and moulded bases and capitals, a box cornice
mouldings and frieze, and a low pitched hip roof. Above the porches
two small diamond paned windows with moulded liniels, one on sach:
of the tower, set into the corners formed by the tower and the porch #
The northwest and southeast sides each have three large 12/12 sash wini
with plain frames and plastic shutters, while the rear gable end has two _
12/12 sash windows with plastic shutters.

w was placed in the central bay. In the mid 19th century, many
_l_ders became Adventists. So, in 1857, it was agreed that the

' ree__Wﬂl Baptist congregation conlinued to decline, holding its last
367 and leaving the Adventists in full possession of the building.
ts'organized a church here in 1878. But, in 1881, the organiza-
-areligious dispute. Part of the congregation left the church. The
group became the South Barnstead Christian Association in
61:1891. As the building was then in need of repair, the Associa-
bished the church and, in the words of a church historian, “put on
jeaves”, which may refer to the box cornice or to the projecting
pérhaps to both. A Congregational church was organized in Oc-
892::And, in December, the South Barnsiead Christian Associa-
the South Barnstead Congregational Society.
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At the turn of the century, the church was still @ modest vernacula ld Province Road. The one and a half story, gable roofed main block has
building, a simple, gable roofed, one story structure with almost no exterio ‘one stage belfry astride the roof ridge above the main facade, the southwest
embellishments. But then, in the fall of 1912, Lewis F. Hanson, a Barnsteat dble end.
native then residing in Cambridge, Mass., olfered to give the church a be.
if & tower was built to hold it. His offer was followed by the gift of Everet
Clark of Boston, another Barnstead native, of a clock for the new tower. Th
necessary funds were quickly raised to build the tower and beliry, as wel
as two new porches flanking the tower and sheltering the two entries. O
December 18, 1912, the tower with its bell and clock were dedicated. In 1916
two small windows were installed above the porch roofs to improve the in
terior lighting. But, the only cther changes since 1912 appear to be just th
addition of metal railings on the porch steps in the late 1970's and of plasti
shutters on the windows in the mid 1980s. Essentially, the building appear
today as it did in 1912, when it was transformed from & very plain structux:‘_
to an attractive early 20th century vernacular church.

~Set on a cut granite block foundation, the main block is clapbearded
ave for the seldom seen rear gable end, which is sheathed with wood shingles.
ornerboards trim all of the walls. The three clapboarded public sides share
illboards and a wide pedimented box cornice with mouldlngs and frieze.
1he rear gable has only close verges.

- The three bay southwest gable end has a large central 15/15 sash win-
ow with moulded lintel and louvered shutters. The two side bays contain
the two entries, each a four panel door with a four pane transom window and
noulded lintel. In the center of the clapboarded pedimented gable is a
emicircular louver with radiating slais and simply moulded frame. The north-
st and southeast sides each have three more large 15/15 sash windows with
tioillded lintels. The windowless rear gable end has two exterior brick

BELMONT

PROVINCE ROAD MEETING HOUSE

i The square belfry has a low base, that is clapboarded with cornerboards
nd topped by the continuous sill of the beliry openings. The belfry's upper
valls are sheathed with wood shingles and topped by a box cornice with
vuldings and frieze. Large rectangular openings in each face reveal the
ell and its framework. The belfry’s pyramidal roof has flared eaves, wood
hingles, metal ridge mouldings, and a short metal finial.

Province Road (Route 107)
. 1792

T_he first church erectad in what is now the town of Belmont, the Pro-
e Road Meeting House was built for a non-denominational group of pro-
ors. The traditional construction date, used in all local histories, is 1792.
owever the deed for the land, “conveyved for the purpese of building a
\ eetmg House thereon”, was signed June 10, 1793. We have no records of
the construction or the ea_rly years of the meetinghouse. From partial descrip-
ions, it would seem to have been a standard two story, late 18th century
méetlnghouse with box pews, a high pulpit, and galleries on three sides of
he_mtemor

In 1816, the meetinghouse became a Free Will Baptist Church, the home
achurch organized on November 6 of that year. The church was reorgan-
d as the Third Free Will Baptist Church in Upper Gilmanton on August
’7,:1836. The reorganization of the church was preceded by the reorganiza-
of the proprietors of the meetinghouse as the Third Free Baptist Society
ilmanton sometime in 1835. A fragmentary typescript of the Society’s
sords {found in the collections of the N.H. Higtorical Society) does not in-

Description

The Province Road Meeting House is a vernacular wooden church th
shows the strong influence of the Greek Revival style and also features
earlvy 20th century belfrv. The building stands on the northeast side of _th
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clude the new Society’s earliest meetings. But, apparently, a committee had:
been instructed in 1835 to consider the repair and remaedeling of the building:
The committee’s report, recommending that the galleries be removed and
the building cut down to one story, was subsequently accepted by the Socie-
ty. A building committee (Bailey Young, Jeduthan Farar, and Jeremiah
Leavitt) was elected to carry out the repairs and changes. The committee did:
raduce the building to one story, remove the galleries and the box pews, and:
“make other alterations”. COn November 17, 1883, the Society voted to
establish a committee {Perley Farrar, Jeremiah Leavilt, and B.B. Lampre
o draw up a plan for further repairs and changes. On November 26, the Socies
ty adopted the commitiee’s plan and voted to turn the building to face thé
road. Perley Farrar, Richard Plumer and Samuel Hadley were chosen as a
building committee on December 1, with the power to oversee the work. In
January, the project was bid off to Perley Farrar for $790. The work was ap*
parently completed by August 1854, when the Society accepied the building:
committee’s reports. Unfortunately, there is so little description of the 1835
and 1854 renovations that it is now difficult to determine exactly when the
building acquired its present appearance, with its Greek Revival style i
spired wide pedimented box cornice, its large windows, and its three bay
main facade with two side entries and semicircular gable louver. :

gent Street, Belmont village
9-1900

The exterior of the main block has changed little since 1854, the only
change recorded in the Society records being the addition of two chimneys
on the rear gable end in 1896. The most significant later change was the a
dition of the beliry. At a special November 1909 meeting, the Society ac:
cepted the offer of I.W. Rice to present a bell to the church in memory i
Arthur Lamprey, and the offer of Mary Lamprey and other members of th
Lamprey family to build a belfry for the new bell. The bell is inscribed 1913,
go presumably the belfry was erected in that year. The church declined '

membership in the 20th century. And, in 1981, the building was deeded b ﬁEfb:b'ards. Box cornices with mouldings, friezes and, on the main block
the church to the Belmont Historical Society, which now maintains if. : !

at the corner of Sargent and Fuller Streets in Belmont village. The
oofed main block set with its southeast gable end facing Sargent Street

_ :bther sides because of the slope of the land. Projecting from the east
of the main block is the shorter, one story entry pavilion, with a short

The only other opening in the pav1hon is a large dlamond shaped
dow w1th moulded lintel in the northeast (Fuller Street) side.

th‘é center of the main block’s southeast gable end is a large broad
. now boarded up, which is crowned by a large triangle created by

sm regular and staggered butt courses. The northeast and southwest
'1jde's each have three large 2/2 sash windows with moulded lintels in
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their main level. The basement level has more windows with moulded lintelj‘
and two doors. The northeastern bassment door is sheltered by a gable rocted

hood. '

CENTER HARBOR

UR LADY OF VICTORY CHURCH

History i
sea Avenue, Center Harbor village

The Advent Christian Church was organized in 1899. Church service: 1906

were at first held in a room of Hall’s store building. But the church was soon
at work on its own meeting place. An Advent Christian Scciety was formed
in the fall of 1899. And, on October 5, 1899, a lot was purchased in the village,
Work began almost immediately. A Laconia paper reportad by the end o
the month that the basement had been commenced. The foundation was fin
ished in November. In December, the exterior was completed. The plasterers
were at work in January. February saw the carpenters working on the interid
finish. In the same month, the first services were held in the vestry in the
lower level. On June 8, 1900, the church was dedicated.

The exterior of this modest turn of the century vernacular church ha
changed little since its construction, the only known changes being the
stallation of a hocd over the basement door in the mid 1980's and the recen
loss of the wooden finial that once crowned the pavilion roof. The church
changed its name to the Belmont Full Gospel Assembly in 1951. But, in,
cent years, the congregation declined. In April of 1986, the building w
conveyed to the First Baptist Church of Belmont. In September of 1892, ¢
Baptist church deeded the property to the Circuit Riding Ministries, Ini
a new church which plans to renovate the building and once again use

for religious services. ur Lady of Victory Church is a Gothic Revival style church that stands

torner of Kelsea Avenue and Bean Road in Center Harbor village.
ain facade, the southeast gable end of the tall, one and a half story,
Ei'"_OOfed main block, faces Kelsea Avenue. The southeast end of the
th:has a central eniry porch, a three story tower at the south corner,

second story, gable roofed projection at the east corner of the main
k;':___The northwest end of the main block is covered by a central, semi-
gonal apse. The apse is flanked on both sides by one story, gable roofed
5, both of which overlap the main block's sides. All sections of the church
ston fieldstone foundations, which are quite high ai the southeast down-
nid of the church. And they are now all covered by vinyl “clapboard”
' -_-szh vinyl window and door frames, viny! corner trim and vinyl clad

€ main block has a cornice with sloping soffit, save for the box cor-

ts easterly second story projection. In the center of its southeast gable
'_gi._th'e main entry, double modern wooden doors. The entry porch has
icrete floor. Its high fieldstone foundation and side walls are continuous
e foundation and side walls of the concrete and stone steps. The steps
out at the bottom, where they are flanked by round fieldstone boate
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with conical tops. The porch’s own round fisldstone posts support a gable: istory
rool with vinyl covered beams trimmed by close eaves on the sides. The gabls:
of the porch rool has a wide trefoil opening and a parapet with vinyl coping’
and gablets at each end. On each side of the main entry is a large stained
glass window. Both of these main level windows contain a pair of trefoil arched;
windows beneath a small quatreloil window in a Gothic arched vinyl fram
Like most of the church’s stained glass windows, they feature geometric an
floral patterns. Above the main entry is a large round stained glass window
composed of a ceniral quatrefoil window, four trefoil arched window
radiating vertically and horizontally from the central window, and four mor
guatrefoil windows in the remaining corners. (The central quatreloil windo
features a dove.) The large window's round frame is topped by vinyl sheathin
in the shape of a broad Gethic arch, an echo of an earlier decorative featur
High in the gable is a Gothic arched louver. At the east end of the upp
level is a smaller double stained glass window, with two irefoil arched wi
dows in joined lancet arched frames. This window is actually found on th
side of the main block’s second story projection. The projection, whos
southeast and northeast walls are continuous with the main block walls below
rises from the east corner of the main block roof. The short gable roofed pr¢
jection has & pedimented box cornice. In its northeast gable end appears twi
small irefoil arched stained glass windows in lancet arched frames. The mai
levels of the main block’s northeast and southwest sides each leature thre
large stained glass windows, like the southeastern windows, with two trefd
arched windows beneath a quatrefoil window in a Gothic arched frame:

- A Roman Catholic summer mission of St. Jeseph's Church of Laconia
was apparently established in Center Harbor in the 1890's. Around the turn

J_f_ 'the century, planning and fundraising began for the construction of a sum-
mer chapel for the mission. According to & Laconia newspaper, the church’'s
ost was estimated at about $6000. One summer resident gave $2000. Other
enerous donations were received, and further funds were raised by enter-
ainments in Center Harbor and Boston. A village lot was acquired by a deed
lated December 22, 1904. Construction of the foundation began in April of
905. By late July, the church, although still under construction, was finished
nough to house its firgt services. In September, the exterior was described

“practically completed”. Work on the inferior continued through the winter
nd the Bishop was informed by a letter, dated April 10, 1906, that the in:

ior had been finished. The builder and designer are not known. But, a
:ebruary 1906 newspaper item did report that local carpenter-builder J an;es
eighton was then working on the interior finish, It is not known if he had
‘broader role in the consiruction of the church.

“Our Lady of Victory Church is a substantial Gothic Revival style church
ith many interesting surviving features, a tall tower, Gothic arched stained,
1 .ss windows, a large gable window, an unusual porch, and a semioctagonal
pse. But, it has seen major exterior changes. About 1980, the buiiding was
heathed with vinyl siding, which covered the original clapboarding and
ually all of the trim. The doors have also been replaced, most recently
991 to meet fire codes. The church is still a summer chapel, but it is now
migsion of St. Charles’ Church in Mered:th.,

 Projecting from the south corner of the main block is the three stor
square tower. The first story has a trefoil arched stained glass window in lanc
arched frame on the scutheast. The second story has double windows, wil
trefoil arched stained glass windows in joined lancet arched frames, in bot
the southeast and southwest sides. The top story has triple lancet arched
louvers in joined frames on the southeast, southwest and northwest. The ta
pyramidal roof with flared eaves has a box cornice and a copper pyramid;
top crowned by a large cross.

The apse is narrower than the main block. But, the slopes of its sem
octagonal roof are continuous with the slopes of the main block’s roof. An
the roofs have similar cornices with sloping soffits. The apse’s only winda
are two large trefoil arched stained glass windows with pictorial designs a;
lancet arched frames, high in the angled (north and west) walls.

The two wings are symmetrically placed, each covering the side w.
of the apse, and parts of the angled wall of the apse and the side wall of t
main block. Both have cornices with sloping soffits, and are lit by Go
arched, stained glass sash windows. At the inner corners of the wi
southeast facades are the church’s side entries, plain modern doors ser
by concrete and feldstone steps.
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sotitheast gable, but only has returns on the rear gable. The southeast gable
th has two 1/1 sash windows with wooden frames, granite sills, and segmental
brick arches in the basement level, and two 6/6 sash windows with plain vinyl
rames and louvered shutters in the second story. The vestibule that covers
ruch of the main facade is trimmed by vinyl paneled corner pilasters at the
nt corners and by a vinyl box cornice with frieze. The cornice is pedimented
on the small gable in the center of the southeast slope of the vestibule’s hip
of. In the center of the vestibule’s southeast front is the main entry, tall
paneled double doors, served by a concrete step with metal railing and framed.
by vinyl paneled pilasters supporting a vinyl clad entablature. Flanking the
eh’;ry are tall narrow 1/1 sash windows with vinyl cornices. The three bay
ortheast and southwest sides of the main block have double windows and
171 sash and wooden frames in the brick basement and tall large double win-
dows with 6/6 sash, plain vinyl frames, and louvered wooden shutters in the
riain level. A concrete block and brick exterior chimney is found on the rear
ble end, most of which is covered by the rear addition. The shallow rear
addition has vinyl cornerboards and close eaves, and only one window.

CENTER EARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Main Street, Center Harbor village
1837

 The three stage tower astride the main block roof ridge has a low square
g8, sheathed with vinyl clapboards and trimmed by vinyl cornerboards and
a:¥inyl box cornice with frieze. The smaller square belfry, also covered by
viny! clapboards, is trimmed in its short lower portion by vinyl cornerboards
a'n:d' in its taller upper section by vinyl paneled corner pilasters, whose capitals
are projections of the vinyl box cornice with paneled vinyl frieze. A large

tntrimmed, semicircular arched louver appears in each face of the beliry
gé. The smaller octagonal top stage is vinyl ¢lad with a rectangular panel
"each face and a box cornice with frieze. The upper stage is crowned by
d gopper clad deme on a low copper clad octagonal base. Crowning the dome
s an elaborate arrow-shaped metal weathervane. :

Description

The Center Harbor Congregational Church is a modified Greek Revival:
style church that stands on the northwest side of Main Street in the village:
of Center Harbor. The older portion of the church consists of a gable roofed
two and a half story main block, set on a high brick basement, with a high;:
one story, hip roofed vestibule on its southeast street gable end, a shallow-,:-
one story, hip roofed rear addition on its rear gable end, and a three stag
tower astride the southeast end of its roof ridge. A one story, gable roofed
connector overlapping the north corner of the main block and the northeast:
end of the rear addition ties the older portion of the building to the new, high
one story, gable roofed hall/classroom addition. The hall/classroom addition:
has a one story, gable roofed vestibule in the center of its southeast gable
end and a one story, gable roofed rear stairhall wing on its southwest side_‘__-.
The entire building is now covered by vinyl “clapboard” siding and trim..

+ The connector, the hall/classrcom addition, its vestibule and rear stairhall
wing, all have vinyl clapboards and cornerboards. Their roofs are trimmed
by viny! box cornices, which are pedimented on the southeast gables of the
;1_'1/ classroom additicn and the vestibule, but ctherwise have simple returns.
he connector however has close vinyl verges.) The new portion of the
building is lit by windows with vinyl frames and, on most of scutheast and
rtheast windows, plastic decorative shutters. With the exception of some
gle pane basement windows, the windows have 1/1 sash. The shallow nar-
W vestibule contains the main entry to the new portion, double paneled
doors with small built-in windows and a plain vinyl frame. The main block
and the rear stairhall wing each have a northwestern paneled door with plain
yinyl frame. The main block rear door is reached by a wooden ramp and
lariding, the stairhall wing door by bhoard and concrete steps and wooden
landing.

The main block is irimmed above the high brick basement with vinyl
cornerboards and, on the corners of the street gable end, vinyl paneled co
ner pilasters. The vinyl box cornice with frieze is pedimented on the maifr
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History OLD WEST CENTER HERBOR MEETINGHOUSE

A Congregational church serving both Meredith and Center Harbor w
organized in 1815. Services alternated between the two towns for the ne
two decades. But, the Congregationalists of Center Harbor decided that th
wanted their own separate church, with its own building. Fund raigsing {
the building was underway by late August 1836. John Coe donated a suitab
village lot on November 8, 1837. And, in the fall and winter of 1837 the chur
was built by local men, who donated their labor. Nevertheless, the buildir
cost $1700. And pews were sold to help defray the expenses. The first Su
day service was held in the building on January 14, 1838. A separate Co

gregational church in Center Harbor was formally organized on May 9 and
10, 1838.

ohn S. York, builder

As originally built, the Greek Revival stvle church had a two and a hs
story main block and a three stage belfry tower. (It was not, however, urtil
1856 that a bell was installed in the tower.} The street facade had a centr
entry and two windows in the first story and three windows in the second stor
The pediment topping the main facade was supported by four tall pilaste
which divided the facade into three bays.

In 1885, the need for service rooms led to a major alteration of the
building, acccrding to the designs of Concord architects Dow & Whesle
The wooden church was raised and a very high brick basement (almost
complete firgt story) containing a new vestry was built under it. The lar
vestibule was added to the front, hiding much of the criginal first story. I'
deed, few of the original elements of the first two stories remained, save f
the corner pilasters and two of the second story windows.

Other exterior changes have been made in recent years. 1977 saw th
construction of an exterior chimney on the rear. In 1978, vinyl siding ah
trim covered the entire building, except for the brick basement. A new froi
step and railing were installed in 1985. Facing the need for more space 1
its programs, the church began making plans for expansion in 1983. A com
mittee headed by Wesley Warren designed an addition containing a hall an
classrooms, with a connector to the church proper, as well as its cwn vestibu_:
and rear stairhall. Ground was broken for the structure on October 29, 198
Erected by F.G. Antell Construction Company of Meredith, the addition w:
dedicated at the church’s 130th anniversary celebration on May 14 and 1
1988,

In the center of the southeast gable end, the main facade, is the main
entry, tall, paneled deuble doors flanked by plate glass two-thirds sidelights
a"b'_('jve panels. The eniry is flanked on each side by a 6/6 sash window with
tiew vinyl sash and a flower box, but retaining the old wooden frame. In the
jable is a large, semicircular arched, 28 pane window with rectangular lower
pé:n'es and radiating upper panes. The northeast and southwest sides each
ve three 6/6 sash windows with vinyl sash, plain frames, and, on the north-
st, flower boxes. The southwest side also has a paneled door with a built-in
micircular window and a transom window. Ancther such door appears in
& northwest gable end, as do double multipane glass and wood doors with
double transom window. The northwest gable features an older diamond
Shaped four pane window.
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History

GILFORD

The present building replaced a Free Will Baptist church that burned
ORD COMMUNITY CHURCH

on the night of November 6/7, 1889. (The old church was said to ke abo
fifty years old at the time. It was, in its early years, a union church used b
both the Free Will Baptists and the Methodists. But, in later years, the Ba
tists predominated.) By early December, it had been decided to build a new
church. Some local residents began working on the foundation. And others nard Morrill, John P. Smith, and Benjamin Rowe, building committee and
promised donations of lumber. In January, the contract for the building was esigners

awarded to local builder John 5. York. Construction was underway in Apr o
The exterior was completed and ready for the painters in June. And Septemb
saw the painters at work on the interior. The West Center Harbor Unioii
Meetinghouse Society sold the pews on November 15, 1850. And the church
was dedicated on December 4, 1890, The building was a simple late 19
century vernacular church with almost no ernament. Iis only entry was doub
paneled doors with built-in windows in the southeast gable end. The buildin
was lit by 6/6 sash windows on the main level, two in each gable end an
three in each lateral side, and by a diamond shaped four pane window |
each gable.

r Hill Road, Gilford village

The church remained in use for only a few decades. Church services
were discontinued in the 1920's. And the building was essentially abandone:
Eventually, the building and its lot became the subject of a land dispute b
tween the Baptists and the owner of the surrounding land, as a deed cou
not be located conveying the land to any church organization. The state Ba
tist organization eventually decided to abandon its claim fo the property, as.
the value of the deteriorated building did not justify the legal expense of mai
taining the claim, and there was no cbvicus religious use for the churd

The property was subsequently subdivided and the lot containing th
church wag sold in 1987 to Jeffrey Halsey of Meredith. He sold it to Lesl
Stacey in 1989. In the spring and summer of 1989, the building was renovated
as a house by Terrence Sullivan and Don Pintucara. The old sash in the maj
level windows was replaced by new viny!l sash. Both main level windows®
the northwest gable end and one window on the southwest side were remov
although one window was reused on the southwest. An arched window ro;
the Dartmouth College gymnasium replaced the diamond shaped windg
in the southeast gable. And a new entry replaced the original main ety
in the same facade. Three new doors were added on the southwest and nort
west. The old chimney was removed and new skylights and metal chimng
flues were installed. The house is now cocupied by Leslie Stacey and Té
rence Sullivan. '

he Gilford Community Church (formerly the Free Will Baptist Church)
ani-dltered Greek Revival style church that stands on the southeast side
otter Hill Road in Gilford village. The long, two and a half story, gable
.e;i main block has a two stage tower with spire astride the northwest end
roof ridge and a small, one story, gable roofed basement vestibule on
sttheast side. A one story, gable roofed addition on the southwest side
riects the criginal church to the two and a half story, gable roofed former
rd Town Hall, now part of the building. All secticns of the church
ing are set on concrete foundations and sheathed by vinyl clapboard
“and vinyl trim.

@ main block is trimmed by wide vinyl cornerboards and a wide vinyl
ornice with frieze and returns. In the center of the three bay northwest
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1th, and Benjamin Rowe as a committee to build a meetinghouse. The three
en-visited other churches, drew up plans for a church, sold pews to raise
he riecessary funds, and built the church. The deed for the lot in Gilford
lage is dated February 10, 1834. Two different church histories give the
te'for the raising of the frame as July 1833 and as July 1834, (Given the
of the deed, the 1834 date seems more likely.) Roth histories agree that
ew church was dedicated on January 1, 1835. The building cost $1100.
& contractors, if there were any, are not known. The new building was a
eck Revival style church, with a two story beliry tower (without a spire)
ove the main facade.

street gablae end is the main entry, paneled double doors, framed by pilasters
with moulded bases and capitals supporting a moulded cornice. A widg
granite landing and steps with metal railings serves the entry. The main facade
has two first story windows and three second story windows, all with 12/12
sash and moulded vinyl frames. Each sash has a central pane of rippled glas:
and a border of small panes of colored glass. A semielliptical frame, noj\:r
filled with vinyl “clapboards”, appears in the gable. The southwest and north__
east sides each have five tall stained glass windows with transom windows
and moulded vinyl frames, the western window being narrower than its fou_:_
companions. Alsc on the northeast side is the small basement vestibule, with
vinyl clapboards and cornerboards, a paneled door in its northeast gable
end, a single window, and a vinyl box cornice. Vinyl frames surround th}a
8/8 sash windows in the first and second story windows of the rear gable end
as well as the rear entry in the same facade. The rear entry’s double multipane
glass doors are sheltered by a portico with concrete floor and ramp, meta
railings, two columns at the outer corners, vinyl lateral box cornices, and
a vinyl clapboarded gable with close verges.

The church has seen a change in ownership. In 1922, the Methodist and
pf_ist churches of Gilford village federated to form one church. And, in
4, it was decided to hold all services in the former Free Will Baptist
drch, which became the Gilford Community Church.

The building has also seen extensive alterations. Stained glass windows
re installed in the late 19th century, probably in the 1890's. As Gilford
w after World War I1, the church faced the need for expansion. Plans for
rgement were discussed throughout the 1950's and the early 1960's. In
34, -architect Robert Lemire was hired. But, it was not until 1969 that ground
broken for a new basement set further back from the road. In 1970, the
crete foundation was completed and the church moved back ontc the new
asement by mover Brackett Hill. The basement was designed tc hold a hall,
itchen, and classrooms. The upper stories of the main block were extend-
16 the rear to provide additional space for offices and other church facikties.
contractors, Keytown Builders, completed most of the exterior work by
1970, although the basement vestibule and the new spire on the bellry
ér were not added until 1971. The renovation also included a more im-
sive Colonial Revival main entry. The renovated church was dedicated
October of 1971. In 1982, the church was resheathed with vinyl siding and
Arim.

The one story addition connecting the church and the old town hall i
trimmed by vinyl cornerboards, lateral box cornices, and close verges
Moulded vinyl frames surrcund the addition’s 8/8 sash windows and its two
paneled doors with built-in windows, one in the southwest gable end and
another flanked by half sidelights above panels in the center of the northwesl
street facade.

The former town hall is trimmed with vinyl cornerboards, lateral box cot
nices, and close verges. The recessed entry in the center of the three ba:
northwest street gable end has a paneled deor with built-in window, a co
crete floor, granite steps, vinyl clad walls and ceiling, and a plain vinyl outel
frame. The two 8/8 sash windows in the first story, the three 8/8 sash window,
in the second story, and the two 9/6 sash windows in the gable all have mou
ed vinyl frames. A tall flagpole on the roof ridge completes the street facade;
Moulded vinyl frames are found on the 8/8 sash windows of the sides a
the 6/6 sash windows of the rear gable end. The rear gable end also has.
paneled door with built-in window that is sheltered by a small gable roo_fq
portice with concrete floor and ramp, metal railings, two columns, vinyl late
cornices and verges, and a vinyl clapboarded gable.

The moving of the town offices from the Town Hall next door to a new
lding in 1988 created another opportunity for the expansion of the church
ilities. The Gilford Town Hall was only a little younger than the church
lding. The town purchased a lot next to the Free Will Baptist Church in
stember of 1840. Barnard Morrill, Joseph Thing, and Enoch Hoyt were
sen as the building committee at a November 2, 1840 town meeting. The
al March meeting of 1842 was held in the new town hall, so the building
resumably erected in 1841. All town meetings were held there through
“And the building continued to be used for town offices until the new
office building was erected. Three small additions were built on the rear

> ‘mid 20th century. And the town hall was sheathed with vinyl siding
983.

History

The Free Will Baptist church was organized in Gilford (then part of:
town of Gilmanton) in 1798. The Free Will Baptists used the Upper Par
Meeting House, built in 1792, sharing it with cther denominations. But;
the 1830's, the meetinghouse was in disrepair, and the Free Will Bapt

anted their own church. A church meeting chose Barnard Morrill, Tohn ‘ormal planning for the conversion of the town hall to community center
W 1 . ]

r church auspices began in February of 1989. Both the church congrega-
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tion and the annual town meeting approved the concept in March of 198
Architect Paul Hedstrom was chosen the following month. NCM Associat
ol Laconia were selected as the general contractors. The selectmen deed
the town hall property to the church on March 28, 1920. And greund
promptly broken on April 1. The various 20th century additions on the tow
hall were removed. And the building was moved back onto a new found
tion so that its main facade would be in line with the church's street facad
The town hall was enlarged by a rear addition of the same height and w
as the original building. And it was connected to the church by another 4¢
dition to house church offices. The connector covered the side entry on'the
southwest side of the church, s¢ a new rear entry was built on the main blog
The rear gable end windows were also changed at the same time. The proje
cost $725,000. The new Community Center was dedicated on October 2]
1990.

:_'bﬁilding stands on the northeast side of Belknap Mountain Road in Gilford
ggé. The one and a half story, gable roofed main block has a two stage

wer. with spire astride the roof ridge above the southwest gable end, the
et facade,

The main block has a cut granite block foundation and clapboarded walls
the three public sides. The rear gable end has a fieldstone foundation and
heathed with asphalt shingles. Sillboards trim the northwest and southeast
alls: Paneled corner pilasters grace the front corners, while cornerboards
'the rear corners. A box cornice with mouldings, frieze, and returns trims
e roof on the three public sides. But, the rear gable has only close verges.

he center of the main ievel of the southwest gable end ig & high, plain
med, double window with 14 pane sash. Each tall sash has two large panes
rosted glass and three rows of four panes of colored glass above, below,
between the larger panes. To each side of this window are the church’s
ntries. Each entry is a paneled door with two tall built-in windows of
ed and frosted glasgs, a plain frame, and granite steps. Two plain framed
sash windows appear in the gable. The southeast and northwest sides each
o four large tall double windows with 14 pane sash of the same design
ie central street front window. Each of these double windows is topped
in applied "Gothic arch” with “impost blocks” and a triangle of clapboard-

gin the tympanum. Two more double windows with the same sash design,
tsimple frames, are found in the rear gable end,

TEOMPSON-AMES HISTORICAL SQCIETY BUILDING

Belknap Mountain Read, Gilford village
c. 1834

The square tower base is clapboarded with cornerboards and a box cor-
with mouldings and frieze. In each of the three public sides of the base
applied "Gothic arch” with simple sill and arched frame enclosing a
ngle of clapboarding. The smaller square belfry stage is sheathed with
h Boarding and trimmed by cornerboards and close eaves with friezes.
ach face is a "peaked” opening, in the shape of a rectangle topped by
ngle. The bell and its frame can be seen through these plain framed
ngs. The belfry is crowned by the tall spire, essentially a tall octagonal
rising from a low pyramidal roof and topped by a carved wooden finial.

he Universalists of Gilford used the town meetinghouse for their ser-
sin the early 19th century, sharing the building with the Baptists and
- denominations. By the 1830's, the meetinghouse had fallen into
air. And the Universalists, like the Baptists, decided to leave the old
ding and erect their own church. On March 25, 1834, the propmetors
the Gilford Village Union Meetmg House purchased a lot for a “meeting-
g8 1o be erected on the same”. Unfortunately, we know littie about the
'truction and early history of the church buiit by the Universalists, save
they occupied it for a few years, interrupted by periods of diguse.

R

Description

The Thompson-Ames Historical Society Building is a vernacular _
church, showing the influence of the Gothic Revival in its ornament and's
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In 1874, the abandoned church was occupied by a newly formeé
Methodist church, which repaired and refurbished the building. In 1882, th
Methodists remodeled the church on both the interior and the exterior, i
stalling “stained’” glass (probably the present frosted and colored glass) in
the windows, "new outside doors with glass panels”, a bell, and a 25 foci
high, eight sided “steeple”. An 1898 photograph shows the building mué
as it appears today. But, since no pre-1889 view of the church has come 1
light, it is difficult to date some of the exterior elements. Presumably, the cor
nices and corner pilasters are original features of the Universalist chur
The Gothic arches abave the side windows and on the tower base may dat
from either the original construction or the 1889 remodeling. Similarly, th
present belfry stage (or the whole tower) may have been built or at least
remodeled in the 1889 renovations. The building can be described as a la’ce
19th century adaptation of an early 19th century church. Its form and com
position, save for the spire, are typical of the early 19th century. The orna
ment, some of it inspired by the Gothic Revival style, dates from both th
early and iate 19th century.

AUGUSTINE'S CHAPEL

Hoadley, builder

The Methodists used the church reqularly until 1922, when the Free Wl |
Baptist and Methodist churches of Gilford village federated. In 1924, it was
decided ic use the Baptist church for the services of the new Gillord Com-
munity Church. The Methodist Church was apparently little used after
decision. In 1941, it was sold to George Leigh, who sold it again within
few weeks to Rev. Masie Sheppard of Meredith. Rev. Sheppard did hold se
vices in the church. But, in 1943, she sold the church to George P. Ame
In the same vear, Mr. Ames gave the building to the Giltord Historical Societ
on the condition that the society be renamed in honor of his father, Thomy
son Ames. The building has since served as the historical society’s meetin _
place and museum. Few changes have been made to the building in the 20t iption
century. Indeed, the only important 20th century extericr change appears
to be the installation ol the asphalt shingles on the rear gable end, whig
was done by the 1950s.

St. Augustine’s Chapel is a small Shingle Style chapel that stands on
jrounds of a private home on the southeast side of Cotton Hill Road in
ord. The chapel's one story, gable roofed main block has a one story,
e roofed entry porch centered on its northwest gable end, a shorter, one
hip roofed sacristy on its northeast side, and a cne stage belfry astride
oof ridge above the northwest gable end.

The main block and the sacristy are both set on fieldstone foundations,
thed with wood shingles, and trimmed by similar box cornices with
ldings, friezes and returns. They are lit by 1/1 sash windows with mould-
atries, four in the southwest side of the main block, three in the north-
side of the main block, and one in the sacristy. The northwest gable end
&'main block coniains the only entry, a five panel door with moulded
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The small entry porch has low walls with wood shingles on the outside
and a moulded coping. The opening for the steps in the center of the north:
west side is flanked on each side by a decorative wooden cap on the coping:
Two square corner pillars with simple bases and capitals stand on the low
walls to support the pedimented boz cornice with mouldings and frieze. Th
open gable features three vertical struts rising from the horizontal cornice
of the pediment. The gable roof has flared eaves. :
ted on i i istor

The square belfry’s base has slightly sloping walls, covered with asphal & Hational Register of Historic Places
shingles and topped by the continuous sill of the belfry openings. Above th
sill, the belfry ie sheathed with wood shingles. A plain framed rectangula
opening is found in each face of the belfry. The tall pyramida! roolf has
box cornice with mouldings and frieze, flared eaves, and a simple crowning
Cross.

History

St, Augustine’s Chapel was built as a private chapel for Rev. Williar
Walter Webb, the Episcopalian Bishop of Milwaukee, at his summer home
The house, which still commands a line view of Laconia, Lake Winnisqua
and the mountains, had been purchased by his mother. The chapel, buil
in 1905, is said to have been the work of a Gilmanton carpenter named
Hoadley. It was consecrated on October 8, 1907. The original building con
sisted of just the main block and the sacristy. The belfry was added after Worl
War T to house a bell from a Belgian church destroyed during the war'hy
German shellfire. In the mid 1920's, the Bishop added the entry porch 1e
complete his modest chapel. Althouch a very simple structure with little orn:
ment, the chapel is an atiractive and charming building. (The chapel rema
privately owned and stands on private property which is not open to

public.)

: be.-.Centre Congregational Church is a Federal style church that stands
he e@_st side of Province Road (Route 107} in Gilmanton Corner village
d urgh is set parallel to the road, with its main facade facing south ’fowards.
! of the Gilmanton Academy building. The three criginal sections
Ch: rch include the gable roofed, one story main block; the gable roofed
y_.}entry pavilion centered on the south gable end of the main blockf
rrower and shorter than the main block; and a two stage belfry tower’










































































































































































































