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TITLE LXIV
PLANNING AND ZONING

CHAPTER 674
LOCAL LAND USE PLANNING AND REGULATORY POWERS

Workforce Housing

Section 674:59

674:59 Workforce Housing Opportunities. —
I. In every municipality that exercises the power to adopt land use ordinances and regulations, such ordinances and regulations shall provide reasonable and realistic opportunities for the development of workforce housing, including
rental multi-family housing. In order to provide such opportunities, lot size and overall density requirements for workforce housing shall be reasonable. A municipality that adopts land use ordinances and regulations shall allow
workforce housing to be located in a majority, but not necessarily all, of the land area that i1s zoned to permit residential uses within the municipality. Such a municipality shall have the discretion to determine what land areas are
appropriate to meet this obligation. This obligation may be satisfied by the adoption of inclusionary zoning as defined in RSA 674:21, IV(a). This paragraph shall not be construed to require a municipality to allow for the development of
multifamily housing in a majority of its land zoned to permit residential uses.
I1. A municipality shall not fulfill the requirements of this section by adopting voluntary inclusionary zoning provisions that rely on inducements that render workforce housing developments economically unviable.
III. A municipality's existing housing stock shall be taken into consideration in determining its compliance with this section. If a municipality's existing housing stock is sufficient to accommodate its fair share of the current and
reasonably foreseeable regional need for such housing, the municipality shall be deemed to be in compliance with this subdivision and RSA 672:1, IlI-e.

IV. Paragraph I shall not be construed to require municipalities to allow workforce housing that does not meet reasonable standards or conditions of approval related to environmental protection, water supply, sanitary disposal, traffic
safety, and fire and life safety protection.

Source. 2008, 299:2, eff. Jan. 1, 2010.



1. A workforce housing ordinance shall:

« Allow for the development of multi-family workforce housing including
rental housing containing 5 or more dwelling units as defined in RSA
674:58, || as a matter of right in a majority of the land area that is
zoned to permit residential uses within the municipality;

* Not place requirements on minimum lot size and other dimensional
requirements including height and parking requirements that are
more restrictive than other types of allowed residential uses;

« Contain provisions which require the workforce housing units be
subject to a deed restriction as defined in Bea 502.13, requiring a
long-term affordability covenant of no less than 10 years with a
provision for municipal or third-party monitoring




2. An accessory dwelling unit ordinance shall:

Allow at least one attached ADU as a matter of right in all zoning
districts that permit single-family dwellings;

Allow detached ADUs as a matter of right, by conditional use permit
pursuant to RSA 674:21, or by special exception pursuant to RSA
674:33, |V, in all zoning districts that permit single-family dwellings;
* Not require more than one off-street parking space per ADU; and

« Comply with the requirements of RSA 674:72;



3. A cluster development ordinance, also known as an open space
residential development ordinance or a conservation subdivision
ordinance, shall:

» Allow for cluster developments as a matter of right in a majority of the
land area that is zoned to permit residential use within the
municipality;

* Provide a density bonus which allows for at least a 20 percent density
bonus above the total number of units allowed in a conventional
subdivision in exchange for protecting more than the minimum
amount of open space as required by the cluster development
ordinance; and

« Have a density formula or yield plan which allows for the applicant to
determine the maximum number of homes that could be built
under the cluster development ordinance at a design review phase

conducted pursuant to RSA 676:4, Il(b).



4. A form-based code shall allow:

« A diverse range of house types;

A minimum of 5 dwelling units per building; and

» The adaptive reuse of existing buildings into residential buildings in
downtown and village centers or other areas where there is an

existing concentration of development as outlined in a municipality’s
master plan by a matter of right.



5. An inclusionary zoning ordinance shall require:

« That an economically viable percentage of the total number of
housing units shall be workforce housing that is deed-restricted, but
no less than 10 percent of the units for 10-plus unit developments;
and

* The voluntary commitment of the property owner to provide
deed-restricted workforce housing shall result in the property owner
receiving a minimum 20 percent density bonus above the base
density permitted in the zoning district or an allowance to build an

extra story of housing.






7. A missing middle housing ordinance shall allow as a matter of right
In a majority of the land area that is zoned to permit residential uses
that allow structures which contain as few as 2 housing units per
structure and as many as 8 housing units per structure. Municipalities
which enable higher density may allow for more than 8 units per
structure as part of their missing middle housing ordinance;









10. PUD:

A planned unit development ordinance shall allow PUD as a matter
of right in either a planned unit development base or overlay zoning
districts or other zoning district that encourages higher-density
mixed-use development, missing middle housing enabling zones,
cluster development enabling zones, multi-family enabling zones, or in

most land areas in districts zoned to permit residential uses within
the municipality.



11. Lot Size:
A zoning ordinance shall require minimum lot sizes for residential

uses in most land areas in districts zoned to permit residential uses
within the municipality that are:

* No greater than 43,560 square feet or one acre for lots with the
best soll types and no slope if a majority of the lots in the
zoning district
do not have access to public water or sewer;

* No greater than 10,890 square feet or 4 of an acre if a majority
of he lots in the zoning district have access to public water and

sewer; or
* No greater than 21,780 square feet or 'z of an acre if a majority of

the lots in the zoning district have access to public water or sewer;






13. Parking:
In most land areas in districts zoned to permit residential uses within

the municipality, the zoning ordinance, site plan review regulation,
subdivision regulation, or innovative land use control shall not require
more than one off-street parking space for any housing unit; and






15. A municipality may substitute up to 2 other land use regulations or
ordinances, including innovative land use controls adopted pursuant
to RSA674:21, which promote the development of workforce housing
and other types of housing necessary for the economic development

of t
an
req

ne state, that are not included in the list of qualifying ordinances for

HC Designation application round for the purposes of satisfying the
uirements of this section.


















TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 162-K
MUNICIPAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND REVITALIZATION DISTRICTS

Section 162-K:6

162-K:6 District Establishment and Development Programs. —
A municipality which has adopted this chapter and which intends to establish a development district shall, in addition to establishing the district, establish a development program under this section and a tax increment financing plan
under RSA 162-K:9 and 10.
I. The development program shall contain a complete statement as to the public facilities to be constructed within the district, the open space to be created, the environmental controls to be applied, the proposed reuse of private property,
and the proposed operations of the district after the capital improvements within the district have been completed.
I1. The development program shall also provide for carrying out relocation of persons, families, business concerns, and others displaced by the project, pursuant to a relocation plan, including the method for the relocation of residents in
decent, safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations, and reasonable moving costs, determined to be feasible by the municipality.
IIT. In conformity with the development program, within the district, the municipality may:
(a) Acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, alter, extend, operate, maintain or promote developments aimed at improving the physical facilities, quality of life and quality of transportation;
(b) Acquire real property or easements through negotiation or through powers of eminent domain, except that property acquired through powers of eminent domain shall be put to public use, as defined in RSA 162-K:2, IX-a;
(c) Adopt ordinances regulating the use of public parking structures and other facilities construeted within the development district and access to them and the conditions under which such access is allowed. Traffic regulations may
include, but shall not be limited to, direction and speed of traffic, kinds of service activities that will be allowed in arcades, parking structures and plazas, and rates to be charged in the parking structures;
(d) Require construction of buildings within the district so as to accommeodate and support pedestrian systems which are part of the program for the development district. When the municipality requires for the public benefit the
construction of columns, beams or girders with greater strength than required for normal building purposes, the municipality shall reimburse the owner for the added expense from development district funds;
(e) Install lighting systems, street signs and street furniture, landscaping of street and public property, and snow removal systems compatible with the character of the district;
() Acquire property for the district;
(g) Lease air rights over public property and spend public funds for constructing the foundations and columns in the public buildings strong enough to support the buildings to be constructed on air rights;
(h) Lease all or portions of basements, ground and second floors of the public buildings constructed in the district;
(1) Negotiate the sale or lease of property for private development if the development is consistent with the development program for the district; and

(j) If separately adopted by the city or town by the procedure described in RSA 162-K:1, acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, alter, extend, operate, maintain or promote residential developments aimed at increasing the available
housing stock within the municipality.

Source. 1979, 175:2. 2006, 324:2, eff. Jan. 1, 2007. 2022, 272:79, eff. Aug. 23, 2022.



5 points: Acquisition or sale of real property by the Municipality
for the development of workforce housing within the 6 years
preceding the municipality’s application for HC designation:

* Acquisition of land or buildings as enabled by statute, such a
through RSA 41:14-a, RSA 80:76, or RSA 162-G, which
Is Intended for the development of workforce housing

« Acquisition of State-owned real property declared as surplus
by the State intended for development workforce housing;

e Sale of municipal land or building intended for development
of workforce housing; or

* Publishing of RFP for the development of workforce housing
on municipally owned land in the 6 years preceding the HC
application.



TITLE 111
TOWNS, CITIES, VILLAGE DISTRICTS, AND UNINCORPORATED PLACES

CHAPTER 31
POWERS AND DUTIES OF TOWNS

Miscellaneous

Section 31:95-h

31:95-h Revolving Funds. —
I. A town may, by vote of the legislative body, establish a revolving fund. Each revolving fund shall be limited to one of the following purposes:
(a) Facilitating, maintaining, or encouraging recycling as defined in RSA 149-M:4;
(b) Providing ambulance services, or fire services, or both;
(c) Providing public safety services by municipal employees or volunteers outside of the ordinary detail of such persons, including but not limited to public safety services in connection with special events, highway construction, and
other construction projects, or for any other public safety purpose deemed appropriate by the municipality;
(d) Creating affordable housing and facilitating transactions relative thereto;
(e) Providing cable access for public, educational, or governmental use:
() Financing of energy conservation and efficiency and clean energy improvements by participating property owners in an energy efficiency and clean energy district established pursuant to RSA 53-F; or
(g) Facilitating transactions relative to municipal group net metering.
I1. If a town establishes a revolving fund for any of the purposes listed in paragraph I, it may deposit into the fund all or any part of the revenues from fees, charges, or other income derived from the activities or services supported by the
fund, and any other revenues approved by the legislative body for deposit into the fund. The money in the fund shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered part of the town's general surplus. The town
treasurer shall have custody of all moneys in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the governing body, or other board or body designated by the local legislative body at the time the fund is created; provided, that no
further approval of the legislative body, if different from the governing body, shall be required. Such funds may be expended only for the purposes for which the fund was created.
IT1. The legislative body may, at the time it establishes a revolving fund or at any time thereafter, place limitations on expenditures from the fund including, but not limited to, restrictions on the types of items or services that may be
purchased from the fund, limitations on the amount of any single expenditure, and limitations on the total amount of expenditures to be made in a year. No amount may be expended from a revolving fund established hereunder for any
item or service for which an appropriation has been specifically rejected by the legislative body during the same year.
IV. The provisions of this section shall not preclude the establishment of a revolving fund for any other purpose authorized by law.

Source. 2005, 79:1, eff. Aug. 6, 2005. 2008, 68:1, eff. July 20, 2008; 391:1, eff. Sept. 15, 2008. 2010, 215:3, eff. Aug. 27, 2010. 2013, 9:1, eff. July 6, 2013. 2017, 95:1, eff. Aug. 7, 2017. 2018, 30:1, eff. July 14, 2018; 58:1, eff. July 24,
2018.






Applications for Housing Champion Designation is open and will be
accepted until May 31, 2025

All Applications will be reviewed and scored on a rolling basis.

Housing Champion Designation Application and Award is required prior to
any HC Grant Application.

HC Designations are effective for 3 years following the date of Designation.






https://www.nheconomy.com/investnh-housing/programs/housing-champion-program
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Housing Champion Funding

The BEA work session in Senate Finance has been scheduled for next Wednesday, May 21st at 11 AM. This would be the
opportunity for the $100k/FY of RPC funding to be restored in the FY26-FY27 state budget and for the $5 million in
Housing Champion funding (SB279) to be included in the budget.

The Senate Finance MUST hear from you.

“E-mails don’t need to be more than a few lines. A significant number of e-mails to the Senate Finance Committee are likely
to have more effect than even the best crafted joint letter from NHPA, NHMA, NH Housing, and Housing Action NH,
which is also in the works, and will be delivered to the Senate Finance Committee.”

"Sharon.Carson@gc.nh.gov"
"Timothy.Lang@gc.nh.gov"
"David.Watters@gc.nh.gov"
"Cindy.Rosenwald@gc.nh.gov"
“Debra.Martone@gc.nh.gov"

"James.Gray@gc.nh.gov"
"Daniel.lInnis@gc.nh.gov"
"Regina.Birdsell@gc.nh.gov"
"Howard.Pearl@gc.nh.gov"
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