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Lakes Region Household Hazardous Waste Collections

Overview

• What is HHW?
• Do you have it in your home?
• Why is it important?
• How much HHW is out there?
• What to do with it?
• What are my disposal options?
• What is LRPC doing about it?
• How much does it cost and how is it funded?
• Example community – Laconia
• What is next for LR HHW?
• Other SLR Solid Waste programs
• Questions

• Video2021b link
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What is HHW?

• Does it ignite?
• Is it reactive?
• Is it corrosive?
• Is it toxic?
• Examples
• What it is not?
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Do you have these in your home?

• Uses of materials
• Cleaners, 
• paints & stains, 
• fertilizers, pesticides and repellants,
• automotive products
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Why is it important?

Lakes Region Household Hazardous Waste Collections

• Safety
• Remove toxic materials from the home, 

getting it away from curious hands
• Keeps it out of transfer stations – reducing 

risk and cost to community
• Pollution

• Surface and groundwater –
protecting our shared 
natural resources



How much stuff are we talking about?

• How much is out there?
• US EPA estimates that each person in the US 

generates 4 gallons of HHW per year.

• Applied to Lakes Region, that is 500,000 
lbs/year! (Based on year-round population)

• Each year we collect 64,000 – 86,000 
pounds of HHW per year (approx. 15% of 
what is generated)
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What to do with it?

• Purchase less, if possible

• Use it up

• Give to others who can use it 

• Dispose of it properly
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What are the disposal options?

• Dump it (Please don’t!)

• HHW Collections

• Other One-Day collections 

• LRHHPF

• Info on the LRPC HHW webpage

NH Route 171
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What is LRPC doing about HHW?
• Regional Collections

• 24 participating communities
• 8 collection sites
• 2 collection dates (last Sat. July, first Sat. Aug.)
• Bid & negotiate regional contract

• Outreach
• Newspapers, transfer stations, social media, 

town signs 
• Participants

• Amounts
• 1,600 – 2,000 vehicles/yr

• https://www.lakesrpc.org/serviceshhw.asp
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What is LRPC doing about HHW?
• Annual Amounts

• 64,000 – 86,000 pounds of HHW per year
• 15,000 – 26,000 ft of fluorescent tubing
• 1,000 – 2,000 CFLs
• Hundreds of gallons of clean waste oil for burners at DPW facilities

• Types
• Mainly Ignitable, some Toxics, a few Corrosives

• Funding
• Communities, based on # of HH
• NH DES competitive grant
• USDA Solid Waste grant
• Donations

• Video Link 
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How much does this program cost and how is it funded?

• The Lakes Region HHW program has two major parts:

• Disposal of waste ~ $105,000

• Education, outreach, coordination, and administration ~ $25,000

• Sources of funding:

• Municipal appropriations based on # of households~$105,000

• Competitive grants – NH DES & USDA ~ $25,000

• Host Sites – Costs & Benefits
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Alexandria, Andover, Belmont, Bridgewater, Bristol, Center Harbor, 
Effingham, Franklin, Freedom, Gilford, Gilmanton, Hebron, Hill, 

Holderness, Laconia, Meredith, Moultonborough, New Hampton,
Ossipee, Sanbornton, Sandwich, Tamworth, Tilton, and Tuftonboro



Example community
• Laconia – Tyler Smith, Site Coordinator

• Experiences
• Benefits of collections
• Challenges

• Video2021.Laconia link
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What is next for LR HHW?

• Additional education & outreach

• Contract bid & negotiation 2023

• Pilot SQG collection

• Provide a convenient opportunity for small business to dispose of wastes

• Participants register and pay per item

• Set up and transport fees are reduced

• Additional goal – reduce pressure on Household collection sites
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Other Solid Waste Programs - USDA

• Support for HHW Collections

• Site visits to transfer stations

• Identifying and sharing ideas and opportunities for regional cooperationand cost 

reduction

• Round Tables to share technical and practical solid waste information and best practices 

– opportunity for regional networking
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Questions?

Contacts
• David Jeffers djeffers@lakesrpc.org 603.279.5341
• Matt Rose mrose@lakesrpc.org 603.279.5342
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