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Presentation Agenda
• Introductions

• Wake Boat Study Commission
-Who participated
-What was studied
-Final results

• Legislation related to wake boats in 2021

• Concerns related to wake boats

• Research being conducted



Wake Boat Study 
Commission Participants



What did the Commission do?

The commission was charged with gathering the appropriate data 
and information on the positive and negative uses of wake boats, 
specifically regarding:

• The spread of aquatic invasive species

• The relationship to shoreline erosion and impacts to private 
property

• The economic impact of recreational boating and the popularity 
of water sport among families in New Hampshire 

• The safety of swimmers and other boaters



What did the Commission decide?

The major challenge the Wake Boat Study 
Commission discussed is balancing competing 
uses of NH’s waters which are held in trust for 
the reasonable use and enjoyment of the public. 



Bills Related to Wake Boats in 2021

HB 115 relative to wake surfing HB 229 defining wake boat



Concerns Associated with Wake Boats

Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species

Zebra Mussel                         

(from Caspian Sea in Europe)



Concerns Associated with Wake Boats

Increased turbidity and cyanobacteria blooms



Concerns Associated with Wake Boats

Shoreline erosion and property damage



Concerns Associated with Wake Boats

Wildlife Disturbance Kezar Lake, Lovell, Maine 



Concerns Associated with Wake Boats 

Safety and other on water uses



Ongoing Study 

The University of Minnesota St. Anthony Falls Laboratory is in 
the process of studying the height and energy of waves and 
depth and force of propeller wash generated by wake boats 
and other large watercraft to better understand and quantify 
their impacts on lake bottoms and shorelines. 


